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Development of Residential Travel Plans
Summary
This paper provides the Committee with the opportunity to scrutinise how residential travel plans are being developed for parts of Suffolk, and how town and parish councils have been involved in this development.
Objective of the Scrutiny 
The objective of this paper is to provide the Committee with the opportunity to consider a further report on the development processes of the Ipswich residential travel plan scheme and progress on the development of town and parish residential travel plan schemes, including evidence of engagement with town and parish councils to jointly develop travel plan schemes.
How this relates to County Council priorities

Our ambition: ‘By 2028 we want Suffolk to be recognised for its outstanding environment and quality of life for all; a place where everyone can realise their potential, benefit from and contribute to Suffolk’s economic prosperity, and be actively involved in their community.’     
Source: Suffolk’s Community Strategy 2008-2028 ‘Transforming Suffolk’ 

	Corporate Strategy: Suffolk Story Priorities
	Link to this scrutiny

	A strong and dynamic jobs market
	        ■

	Transform learning and skills in Suffolk 
	

	Protect vulnerable people and reduce inequalities 
	        ■

	Be the greenest county 
	        ■

	Deliver great services at exceptional value 
	        ■

	Get the best out of the Local Government Review for the people of Suffolk
	


In addition, Suffolk County Council’s Suffolk Story stated aim is to provide ‘an attractive, safe and enjoyable place to live.’ The Suffolk Strategic Partnership identifies a number of key priorities for the next 20 years to achieve these aims, and within these there are a number of themes including, ‘safe, healthy and inclusive communities; to create a place where everyone is safe, healthy and involved, no matter who they are, or where in the county they live’ which is relevant to this item. This item includes the cross cutting principles within the County Council’s Community Strategy of providing access and opportunities for all, cohesive communities and enabling increased participation in culture, sport and recreational activities.
In particular, this scrutiny will assess how the development of residential travel plans focuses on people having choice, being able to incorporate healthy options in their transport mode choice, and to live independently. 

This item is a cross cutting one for scrutiny. It covers a number of Services Offices and has an impact on a number of Portfolios. Committee may wish to make recommendations to;

a) The Portfolio Holders for Roads, Transport, and Planning, Waste and Skills and Economic Development, Greenest County, Sport Culture, Health and Well Being

b) The relevant Director

c) Partner organisations that are involved in developing business or residential travel plans.

d) Stakeholders such as large employers in Suffolk

e) Local district and parish councils who may have an interest in the development of travel plans for their community
	Contact Details

Name

Telephone

E-mail


	Scrutiny Officer 

Sandra Gage
01473265734

Sandra.gage@legal.suffolkcc.gov.uk
	Local Councillor

All Councillors




Introduction

1. At its meeting on the 12 June 2007 the Roads and Transport Scrutiny Committee agreed to set up three Scrutiny Working Parties to consider school travel plans, the County Council’s green travel plan and business and residential travel plans. The intention of setting up the Working Parties was to allow the Roads and Transport Scrutiny Committee to investigate the three areas more fully. The Business and Residential Scrutiny Working Party was set up in December 2007, completed its investigation in October 2008, and reported to the 25 November 2008 Committee meeting. 
2. At the November 2008 meeting, Committee agreed that it would like to be kept informed of the progress of the proposed Ipswich travel plan scheme and any other travel plan schemes. Committee agreed to add an item to the Forward Work Programme to receive a further report on the development processes of the Ipswich residential travel plan scheme and progress on the development of town and parish residential travel plan schemes, scheduled for the September 2009 meeting. 
3. An important element of Suffolk County Council’s Local Transport Plan 2006-2011 is to develop a major scheme for Ipswich;  Ipswich –Transport fit for the 21st century. This is expected to include improved public transport facilities, pedestrian and cycle routes around the town centre, and the development of travel plans with key traffic generators to encourage more sustainable movements. This is intended to meet the County Council’s accessibility strategy which “aims to improve the ability of the people of Suffolk to access health, education, employment, shops and leisure service”. Improving accessibility in towns in Suffolk is intended to encourage a modal shift, reduce congestion and contribute to improving air quality.
Scrutiny Focus

4. The scope of this scrutiny has been developed to provide the Committee with information to come to a view on the following key questions:
f) What are the national and county policies around providing residential travel plans?

g) What are the key issues that a residential travel plan is expected to address?

h) What work has already taken place in Suffolk to develop residential travel plans?

i) Who else is working with the County Council in partnership to develop residential travel plans in Suffolk?

j) What is the scheme under which an Ipswich residential travel plan scheme would be developed?

k) What stage is the Ipswich residential travel plan scheme at?

l) What stage is any other residential travel plans in town or parishes in Suffolk at? 

m) How does the development of an urban residential travel plan scheme differ from a rural residential travel scheme?

n) What consultation or engagement has there been with communities in Suffolk to support the current approach to the development of residential travel plans?

o) What measures have already been taken to encourage residents and local councils in Suffolk to obtain individualised travel information?

p) How is the planning and development of new housing contributing to the development of residential travel plans?

q) What are the challenges to providing individualised travel information?

r) What role does technology have to play in developing individualised travel information?

s) How does the development of residential travel plans for communities in Suffolk compare with what other local authorities are doing?

t) What is the evidence, in terms of changing peoples’ travel habits, of an implemented residential travel plan being successful?
u) What are the next steps to providing residential travel plans in Ipswich, other towns and parishes in Suffolk?

Main Body of Evidence

5. Attached as Appendix 1 is a paper prepared by the Environment and Transport Service Office that provides a summary of what is planned for an Ipswich residential travel plan scheme and the development of town and parish residential plans in the future. The paper provides an indication of how the approach to residential travel plans is different for urban and more rural communities, and offers examples of how residents in Suffolk have been encouraged to develop their own personal travel plan. The paper provides an indication of what is planned in the future to provide increasing numbers of individual travel plans for communities in Suffolk.
6. The Chairman of the Committee has invited Dr Rob Wall, of Sustrans and officers from Waveney District Council. They have been directly involved, with Suffolk County Council in the Lowestoft ‘TravelSmart’ residential travel scheme, and will be able to advise the Committee of how this scheme has developed and the impact it has had on increasing sustainable travel within the town.
7. The Chairman has also invited Kerry Allen, Travel Plan Co-ordinator for Suffolk County Council to provide the Committee with an insight into how new housing and business development is contributing to residential travel plans in Suffolk.
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