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Children, Schools and Young People’s Services Scrutiny Committee 

Forward Work Programme

Role of a Scrutiny Committee

What is Scrutiny?

The Centre for Public Scrutiny (CfPS) sets out four basic principles for good public scrutiny. These state that effective public scrutineers:

1. Provide ‘critical friend’ challenge to executives as well as external authorities and agencies. 

2. Reflect the voice and concerns of the public and its communities.

3. Should take the lead and own the scrutiny process on behalf of the public.

4. Should make an impact on the delivery of public services.

A Scrutiny Committee will, within its terms of reference:

1. Scrutinise the ongoing work of the Cabinet and officers;

2. Consider the overall performance of the Authority and relevant external bodies including reports from internal and external auditors;

3. Commission specific reviews of executive actions and implementation of past policy decisions by Scrutiny Working Parties and consider the conclusions of such Working Parties;

4. Consider whether or not an executive decision should be reviewed by the decision-maker or be referred to Council;

5. Be responsible for the overview of the Council’s activities by reference to the elements of the strategic and budgetary framework set out in the Policy and Performance Plan;

6. Review and comment on current policy developments;

7. Consider policy issues on the Cabinets’ Forward Plan;

8. Review the effectiveness of policy decisions;

9. Make advisory recommendations to the Cabinet or Council.

The decisions and views taken by Scrutiny are separate to and independent of those taken by Suffolk County Council or its Cabinet.

Terms of Reference of the Children, Schools and Young People’s Services Scrutiny Committee
The Committee’s scope includes focusing on how the Council and other agencies with which it works to provide good health and to provide social care services for children and young people.  This includes the Adoption Service and Youth Offending.

The Committee is also responsible for education services, including:

a)
The quality of education for all children and the availability of training and formal and informal learning opportunities beyond normal school years;

b)
The availability of fully rounded means of learning, with opportunities to learn and develop through vocational subjects, sport, the arts, and heritage and culture;

c)
       The development of University Campus Suffolk.
	Dates

a) Meeting date

b) Date added

c) Re-scheduled 

d) Previous scrutiny 
	Subject
	Description including why it is coming to committee for scrutiny and the anticipated outcomes


	Who would the Committee wish to hear from in relation to this scrutiny item?



	a) 9 April 2009

b) 19 February 2008
c) 
	Diplomas for 14-19 year-olds
	Children have been able to choose to study for Diplomas since September 2008.  This scrutiny will investigate what has been done to prepare for the introduction of diplomas in Suffolk and what are the key issues that need to be addressed.
	Martin Slattery
14-19 Strategy Manager

01473 883 008

	a) 9 April 2009

b) 8 April 2008
	Outcomes from Scrutiny Recommendations
	To scrutinise how the outcomes from Children, Schools and Young People Services Scrutiny Committee covering the period from 8 April 2008 to 10 February 2009 have been considered and the impact that these have had on services provided to members of the public in Suffolk.
	Suffolk County Council Children, Schools and Young People Services Officers



	d) 25 June 2009

e) 9 October 2008
f) 
	Special Education provision review
	Report to consider the consequences of the report to Cabinet on ‘The Development of Provision for Special Educational Needs in Suffolk:  Outcome of Consultation’ (scheduled for submission to Cabinet on 5 February 2009).
	Ian Brown

Head of Schools Infrastructure

01473 260 697

	a) 25 June 2009

b) 18 December 2008

c) 24 November 2008
	School Organisation Review Update 


	On 28 June 2007, the Children, Schools and Young People’s Scrutiny Committee established a scrutiny working party to investigate specific areas of the School Organisation Review in Suffolk. This item provides an update report and recommendations of the School Organisation Review Scrutiny Working Party.  


	Anne Whybrow, Chairman of the School Organisation Review Scrutiny Working Party

	a)  23 November 2009

b) 10 September 2008

c) 
	Impact of School Admissions arrangements on Suffolk schools
	Investigation into the impact of the new code of school admissions on a cross-section of schools to provide information to report to Department for Children, Schools and Families.
	Ian Brown – Head of Infrastructure Development, Suffolk County Council

01473 260 697

	a) Unscheduled

b) 24 November 2008
c) 
	Impact of lone parent job seekers allowance legislation
	Implications for children and young people of changes to legislation regarding lone parents in receipt of job seekers allowances (promoted by Cllr Whybrow).
	

	a) Unscheduled

b) 18 December 2008

c) 
	Vulnerable children
	Report to set out the County Council’s approach to dealing with vulnerable children at risk or in care
(promoted by Councillor Truelove).
	


For further information on any item appearing on this forward work programme or if you wish to discuss possible items for future scrutiny please contact Sandra Gage, Scrutiny Officer on 01473  265734.

Linda Pattle 22 January 2009
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