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Health Scrutiny Committee 

Forward Work Programme

Role of a Scrutiny Committee

What is Scrutiny?

The Centre for Public Scrutiny (CfPS) sets out four basic principles for good public scrutiny. These state that effective public scrutineers:

1. Provide ‘critical friend’ challenge to executives as well as external authorities and agencies. 

2. Reflect the voice and concerns of the public and its communities.

3. Should take the lead and own the scrutiny process on behalf of the public.

4. Should make an impact on the delivery of public services.

A Scrutiny Committee will, within its terms of reference:

1. Scrutinise the ongoing work of the Cabinet and officers;

2. Consider the overall performance of the Authority and relevant external bodies including reports from internal and external auditors;

3. Commission specific reviews of executive actions and implementation of past policy decisions by Scrutiny Working Parties and consider the conclusions of such Working Parties;

4. Consider whether or not an executive decision should be reviewed by the decision-maker or be referred to Council;

5. Be responsible for the overview of the Council’s activities by reference to the elements of the strategic and budgetary framework set out in the Policy and Performance Plan;

6. Review and comment on current policy developments;

7. Consider policy issues on the Cabinets’ Forward Plan;

8. Review the effectiveness of policy decisions;

9. Make advisory recommendations to the Cabinet or Council.

The decisions and views taken by Scrutiny are separate to and independent of those taken by Suffolk County Council or its Cabinet.

Terms of Reference of the Health Scrutiny Committee
The Health Scrutiny committee has responsibility for the scrutiny of health services across the County and may review and scrutinise any matter relating to the planning provision and operation of health services in the County.

In carrying out the review and scrutiny of a particular matter the Committee shall have regard to any guidance issued by the Secretary of state; invite interested parties to comment on the matter; and take account of relevant information available to it.

The Health Scrutiny Committee shall, periodically, make reports and recommendations to the County Council on matters reviewed or scrutinised by it.

The Health Scrutiny Committee may also make reports and recommendations to the Cabinet and local NHS or other bodies on any matter reviewed or scrutinised by it.

Where the Health Scrutiny Committee makes such reports and recommendations it shall include:

a) an explanation of the matter reviewed or scrutinised;

b) a summary of the evidence considered;

c) a list of the participants involved in the review or scrutiny; and

d) any recommendations on the matter reviewed or scrutinised.

The Health Scrutiny Committee shall consist of eight County Councillors and shall make arrangements for the appointment to the Committee of one member of scrutiny committee of each district and borough council in Suffolk.

Members of district or borough council scrutiny committees co-opted as members of the Health Scrutiny Committee shall be co-opted as voting members for purposes set out in Article 9.7.1 of the Constitution.

The Health Scrutiny Committee may establish joint arrangements, including the appointment of a joint committee, with one or more local authorities to exercise the functions relevant to the Committee.

The Health Scrutiny Committee may appoint members to any joint overview and scrutiny committee established under 9.7.8 of the Constitution.

	Dates

a) Meeting date

b) Date added

c) Re-scheduled 

d) Previous scrutiny 
	Subject
	Description including why it is coming to committee for scrutiny and the anticipated outcomes


	Who would the Committee wish to hear from in relation to this scrutiny item?



	a) 21 January 2009

b) 9 September 2008

c) from 11 November 2008
	Physiotherapy Services
	At the meeting on 9 July 2008 a member of the Committee raised concerns about the availability of physiotherapy services.  This item will investigate general provision of physiotherapy services in Suffolk and current access issues.
	Commissioners of NHS physiotherapy services.

Patient user groups.

	a) 21 January 2009   

b) 13 November 2009   

c) from 11 November 2008
	Practice Based Commissioning (PBC) Working Party – Final report
	To receive the Final Report of the Practice Based Commissioning Working Party
	David Yorke-Edwards, Chairman, (PBC) Working Party.

	a)  21 January 2009

b)   9 September 2008
	5 year plan for Ipswich Hospital Trust
	To consider the five year plan for Ipswich Hospital NHS Trust including specific aspects as identified by the Committee on 11 November 2008:

· Early indication of risk factors and services at risk,

· Work that is being done with Suffolk Mental Health Trust to collaborate on providing services for dementia sufferers

· The main specialisms for which the Trust will be looking to become a Centre of Excellence

· How this fits with the plans of other local hospital trusts

· How the Trust will look to strengthen core services it provides 
	Ipswich Hospital Trust

Suffolk PCT as service commissioners

Suffolk LINk

	a) 21 January 2008

b) 1 December 2008


	Suffolk Mental Health Partnership Trust
	To examine progress made on 

· Plans for replacing inpatient wards at St Clements (the Full Business Case)

· The application for Foundation Trust status, with particular reference to public accountability
	Suffolk Mental Health Partnership Trust

	a) 23 March 2009

b)  9 September 2008
	Access to NHS Dentistry - Update
	Follow up scrutiny of commissioning and delivery of dental services in Suffolk, the item will include children’s dental services activity plans, performance monitoring and management, orthodontic treatment and disability access to dental services.
	Suffolk PCT



	a) 23 March 2009

b) 11 November 2008

c) Information bulletin item 21 January 2008
	Children’s Services
	Media coverage and anecdotal evidence have indicated that there is pressure on children’s services at West Suffolk Hospital. 

Are there any local changes proposed or planned for Suffolk?

What are the current issues for children’s services in Suffolk?
	NHS Suffolk

West Suffolk Hospital Trust

Ipswich Hospital Trust

James Paget Hospital Trust

LINks

Patient user groups

	a) Unscheduled

b)  9 September 2008
	Head and Neck Cancer Services Progress Report
	The scrutiny of the Head and Neck Cancer Services raised a number of issues.  The Committee has asked for a progress report on the implementation of Suffolk PCT’s decision and proposed actions.
	Suffolk PCT

	a) Unscheduled

b) 1 December 2008
	Out of Hours Services
	Following formal consultation, to consider the NHS Suffolk proposals for further development of the existing arrangements for the provision of an out of hours services (OOHS ) for local people.
	Suffolk PCT


For further information on any item appearing on this forward work programme or if you wish to discuss possible items for future scrutiny please contact Sue Morgan, Scrutiny Officer on 01473 264512.
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