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INFORMATION BULLETIN

The following topics have been identified as being of interest to the Committee.  Councillors may wish to obtain further information by ringing the person indicated against each item.  The Bulletin will be taken in conjunction with the Cabinet Forward Plan and the Committee’s own forward work programme.

Home to School Transport Policy Development Panel 

At its meeting on 5 May 2007 the Cabinet noted, as part of its consideration of the School Organisation Review, that The Director for Environment and Transport was proposing to set up a review of transport as it relates to young people in the County. The Portfolio Holders for Environment and Transport and Children and Young People had agreed this strategy jointly. For this purpose a Policy Development Panel would be established for “integrating transport for children and young people” that would begin work in the autumn 2007. 

Accordingly, in Autumn 2007, the Policy Development Panel was established. The first meeting was held on 19th September at which the terms of reference, scope and future work programme of the PDP was agreed. The PDP also undertook some preparatory work in readiness for their second meeting, to which stakeholders had been invited, and which was held on 10 October 2007.

The terms of reference of the Panel recognised the need to review home to school transport arrangements in the light of increasing demand and continued pressure on budgets. It would also look at the need for increased flexibility for the 14-19 curriculum and extended school activities. At its meeting in October the Panel considered reports and presentations on Post 16 transport and on the efficiency of education transport procurement and considered what further action might need to be taken. 

Following these meetings, the Passenger Transport team undertook to investigate further the relative performance and costs of the County Council’s current education transport policy, compared with other local authorities. The analysis demonstrated that Suffolk County Council is performing well compared to peer authorities and that resources are being used efficiently and effectively. The County Council was also able to identify additional resources to support the transport budget for 2008-2009 and it was decided that the post-16 transport policy should not be subject to change at that time.

As part of the “Securing the Future” initiative a project has now been commissioned to review all passenger transport arrangements, including those referred to above, in order to maximise the benefits to children and young people, adult care users and the general public. The project will inform the development of a transport strategy that will ensure the County Council can meet the future challenges in relation to the changing nature of the transport requirements of all these groups. A Partnership Board is also being established that will involve the local authority, Learning and Skills Council and other stakeholders in discussions about future transport arrangements for post-16 students and to support the emerging 14-19 curriculum developments.

The Policy Development Panel and Stakeholder Group were informed in February that they would no longer be required and their work has therefore come to an end.

For further information, please contact: 

Ian Brown, Head of Infrastructure Development, 01473 26 0697, ian.brown@cyp.suffolkcc.gov.uk
Anglian Water Authority Remedial works

This is a further update to the information provided at the Roads and Transport Scrutiny Committee meeting on 4 February regarding the standard of remedial work being undertaken by Anglian Water Authority, resulting from their metering programme.

The original water meter programme caused extensive additional inspection work due to the very high number of meters being fitted, which was compounded by very poor permanent re-instatement works with the vast majority being defected as unsatisfactory.

The contractor returned to undertake the defect repairs only to be very haphazard in which ones they did and often making the defect worse rather than better.  The poor workmanship resulted in the metering programme being stopped until such time as the defects have been corrected.  Charges are levied for the defects and inspection on Anglian Water Authority.

It is now estimated that 85% of the defects have now been corrected to acceptable standards.  However, it should be noted that further defects may arise during the 2 year maintenance period which will be raised as appropriate.  The routine highway inspections will identify any such items.

The metering programme remains on hold at this time such that Anglian Water Authority are not permitted to continue with the metering of a further 10000 homes, until the defects are all rectified to acceptable standard.

A further update will be provided in the information bulletin for the Committee at its next meeting on 8 September 2008.

For further information, please contact: David Capon, Network Assurance Manager, Environment and Transport Directorate, telephone 01473 265016, email david.capon@et.suffolkcc.gov.uk 

Park & Ride fares bus service increases

At the April meeting of the Roads and Transport Scrutiny Committee, the Committee agreed to request an item on Park and Ride fare increases in its next meeting Information Bulletin. The query is around the following;

i)                     What have the fares been prior to the recent increase 

ii)                   The reason for the increase

iii) The affect this increase has had on patronage

1.1 Fares Prior to January 2008 increase

Martlesham: standard return fare

£3.80 (2008), £3.50 (2007), £3.20 (2006)

London Road and Bury Road: standard return fare

£3.20 (2008), £3.00 (2007), £2.80 (2006)

1.2 Reason for Increase

Fares were increased in line with increases on all local bus services. These assist in offsetting the inflationary increases paid to operators as part of our contractual arrangements with them.  The increase in January 2007 was an average of 7% (with fares rounded up/down to allow for the fact that coin machines on site will not accept copper coinage).

1.3 Affects on patronage of January Increase

The following gives detail of ticket sales for the sale three financial periods (11/12/13) in each of the last three years. These cover January February and March of 2006, 2007 and 2008.

	
	2006
	2007
	2008

	Bury Road
	32842
	30918
	28280

	London Road
	40261
	37367
	30191

	Martlesham
	17918
	26233
	25205

	Total sales
	91021
	94518
	83676


The figures show a downward trend between 2007 and 2008 compared to an upward trend for the previous year.  Whilst this downward trend could be related to fare increases, there may be other factors involved in this fall in ticket sales. Some market research, with users and non-users, is being undertaken at present to quantify and identify specific factors for this.

For further information, please contact: Sally Harper/Tracey Vobe, Passenger Transport Services Group Manager, 01473 265057, sally.harper@educ.suffolkcc.gov.uk or tracey.vobe@educ.suffolkcc.gov.uk 
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