	Unconfirmed


MINUTES of the meeting of the ROADS AND TRANSPORT SCRUTINY COMMITTEE held on 10th September 2007 at 2.30pm in the Rose                       Room, Endeavour House, Ipswich.
Present: 
Councillors Mark Bee (Chairman), Peter Beer, Andrew Cann, Rosemary Clarke, Paul Hopfensperger (Vice Chairman), Russell Harsant, Kevan Lim, Graham Manuel and Julian Swainson.

Also present: 
Councillor Guy McGregor, Portfolio Holder for Roads & Transport Councillor Terry Clements, Assistant to the Portfolio Holder for Roads & Transport.
1. Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor John Goodwin
2. Declarations of interest and dispensations

None declared
3. Confirmation of Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 12th June 2007 were approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman.

4. TRAVELINE – A TRAVEL INFORMATION SERVICE
The Committee considered the paper on Traveline – A Travel Information Service – Agenda Item 4 – which was introduced by Ian Gray, User Support Manager.
The Chairman welcomed Robert Hulbert – General Manager, East Anglia Passenger Transport Information Service (EAPTIS) and Phil Seago – Operations and Commercial Director, First Eastern Counties Buses Limited to the meeting.
The Committee were concerned with the accuracy levels of the data and were advised that the provision of accurate data was the responsibility of the three county councils involved.  Data standards and targets were set nationally and it was not within the gift of EAPTIS to change them.
Traveline was expanding their advertising campaign and early indications were that East Anglia’s new call centre in Chelmsford was functioning well.

Decision:  The Committee agreed:
a)
To endorse, in principle, the work of Traveline in supporting the discharge of statutory duties under the Transport Act 2000 and in terms of assisting with the achievement of wider county council strategic objectives”.

b)
To receive a further report in 6 months time addressing how improvements to the performance of the service and enhancement of public awareness of the service can be achieved, with particular emphasis on:

i) market penetration

ii) who and how many used the system

iii) whether advertising was targeted at the correct groups of people
Reason for decision: 

a)
To encourage Traveline in its service delivery whilst seeking performance enhancement to further develop its usage
b)
The Committee wished to have the opportunity to scrutinise the development and improvement of Traveline, taking into account the potential for mass advertisement of the service when the new country-wide scheme for over-60s free travel was implemented in April 2008 when new passes would be issued.  Any addition expenditure to the County Council would be discussed with the Committee Chairman prior to commitment.
Alternative options: None considered
Declarations of interest: None declared
Dispensations: None reported
5. LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN DELIVERY REPORT

The Committee considered the paper on Local Transport Plan Delivery Report – Agenda Item 5 – which was introduced by Mike Atkins, Transport Policy Manager and Alastair Southgate, Senior Transport Planner.

The Committee were advised that projects within Ipswich that were due for completion prior to April 2009 would be unaffected.  However, transport projects where completion was due after this date may be affected by implementation of the Ipswich unitary status.  Schemes for which the design or construction periods are scheduled to occur around the time of transition may be the subject of further discussions with IBC or the new authority.
Decision: The Committee agreed:
a)
To receive historical values and comparison data in relation to Annex 2, page 137 of the report in the Information Bullet for the next meeting
b)
To add Air Quality in Suffolk to the Committee’s Forward Work Plan 
c)
To add Road Safety in Suffolk to the Committee’s Forward Work Plan
Reason for decision:
a)
The Committee wished to receive additional figures to put the data supplied in Annex 2, page 137 of the report into context 

b)
The Committee wished to be made aware of Suffolk County Council’s partnership role with Districts in regard to improving Air Quality in the county.
c)
It was acknowledged that the County Council scored poorly under the heading of Road Safety within the Core Indicator Scores (Annex 1, page 236).  The County Council’s baseline for Road Safety was amongst the lowest in the country which made improvement very difficult.  It was also noted that Suffolk has a large number of trunk roads where the County Council had no overall control in regard to safety improvement.  The Committee wished to be updated on steps being taken to reduce the total casualties killed and seriously injured in road accidents in Suffolk in view of the low Core Indicator score detailed in the assessment of the Local Transport Plan 2001-1006 Delivery Report

Alternative options: None considered
Declarations of interest: None declared
Dispensations: None reported
6. Forward work programme and Information bulletin

The Committee received its own Forward Work Programme, the Cabinet Forward Plan and the Information Bulletin.
The Committee was asked to be aware that the items on Sudbury scheduled for 4th February 2008 and Brandon scheduled for 17th April 2008 were to consider generic issues identified during fact finding site visits to those areas. 

Decision:  The Committee agreed:
a)
That the Chairman and Vice Chairman would seek to work with officers to develop the “unprogrammed” items.

b)
That Councillor Lim sponsor the items on Blue Badges for Disabled Persons and Puffin Traffic Crossings and work with the Chairman to agree the objectives for scrutiny on these items.

c) 
That, prior to the meeting scheduled for 30th October 2007, a short site visit be arranged for the Committee to view the two nearest Puffin Traffic Crossings to Endeavour House.

Reason for decision: 

a)
To allocate “unprogrammed” items to scheduled Committee dates
b)
To use Councillor Lim’s knowledge on the subject to develop the objectives for scrutiny on these items
c)
To allow the Committee greater understanding of the subject matter prior to the meeting 
Alternative options: None considered
Declarations of interest: None declared
Dispensations: None reported
7. URGENT BUSINESS
None considered.
The meeting closed at 4.36pm.

PAGE  
3

