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CONSIDERATION OF POTENTIAL ITEMS FOR SCRUTINY  - Accessibility Strategy

1. The purpose of this paper is to provide strategic information that relates to the Council’s Accessibility Strategy 2006, attached as Appendix 1, so that the Committee can decide what aspects, if any, it wants to scrutinise as part of its Forward Work Programme.

2. The Accessibility Strategy is a part of the Local Transport Plan and contributes to a range of policies and strategies, including Suffolk’s Community Strategy.   
3. All Scrutiny Committees need to be able to:

a) Plan and prioritise issues for scrutiny to ensure that the Council’s governance requirements are maintained;

b) Produce a balanced workload and make best use of scrutiny resources.   

whAt is the committee being asked to consider?
4. With regard to its terms of reference, which are reproduced in paragraph 9 below, the Committee is being asked to consider and agree:

c) Which aspects, if any, of the Accessibility Strategy,  it wants to include on the Committee’s forward work programme;

d) The reasons why the Committee wants to consider each aspect;

e) How to carry out the scrutiny, for example, full committee, scrutiny working party, commissioned research;

f) The key questions that Committee want answered by the scrutiny;

g) What external involvement, e.g. experts, local people, there should be in the scrutiny;

h) A date for completion of the scrutiny, if this is possible.  

5. The Committee is reminded that it may make recommendations to Scrutiny Management Board regarding the scrutiny of subjects that do not fall entirely within the Committee’s Terms of Reference which it feels deserve consideration by another scrutiny committee.

6. In coming to a view, the Committee may wish to consider the following questions:

i) What are the risks of not scrutinising a subject?

j) Can any of the aspects be followed up in some other way?

k) What benefits and outcomes are the Committee hoping for when considering the subject?

l) How can the scrutiny be done in the most efficient and effective way?

m) Who else may need to be involved in the scrutiny e.g. another scrutiny committee or councillors from district councils, local representative groups, local councillors?

7. The Committee may decide that it does not wish to scrutinise the Accessibility Strategy at this stage, but may identify further information that the Committee should receive.

Who can the Committee Influence?
8. For items that fall entirely within its Terms of Reference the Committee may: 

n) Identify specific areas for scrutiny; and

o) Seek input from a range of sources to assist in any scrutiny it undertakes.

9. The Terms of Reference for the Roads and Transport Committee includes:

focusing on the ability of people and goods to travel freely on Suffolk’s transport infrastructure. This includes public transport; all of the Council’s transport functions; road and bridge maintenance; infrastructure development; rights of way and road safety.

10. The Committee may make recommendations on subjects for scrutiny to 

p) Another Scrutiny Committee;

q) The Scrutiny Management Board’

In each case, the Committee should give clear reasons for doing so.

11. The Committee can raise public awareness of accessibility.

Summary of EVIDENCE submitted  

12. The County Council’s Accessibility Strategy 2006 is attached as Appendix 1. It defines the overall aim of the Accessibility Strategy as:

‘To provide better opportunities to access employment, education, health, shopping and leisure, particularly for those people at risk from social exclusion due to location, income or other forms of disadvantage’

13. Within the Strategy there are five key objectives:

r) Improving access to healthcare, particularly for older people

s) Improving access to leisure, particularly for young people

t) Improving access to education, training and employment, particularly in areas of relative deprivation

u) Improving accessibility by sustainable modes, particularly walking, cycling and public transport

v) Improving access to Suffolk County Council and partner organisations services.

14. The Social Inclusion Unit’s report ‘Making the Connections’ identifies linkages between transport, location of services and social exclusion.  This impacts on the County Council in relation to how transport services support access to key services such as employment, education, healthcare and shops as part of the Second Local Transport Plan 2006-2011.

15. Since May 2006, the Committee has considered Rail travel, cycleways, bus transport and pedestrian access.

16. Appendix 2 ‘Assessing Accessibility Strategy Performance’ provides information about performance measures for the Accessibility Strategy.  Local measures were identified as being relevant indicators for Suffolk rather than those offered by the Department for Transport. Suffolk is not currently using indicators associated with Accessibility Strategies that the DfT has assessed as ‘Excellent’. 

17. Appendix 3 ‘Scrutiny Methods’ provides some background information about scrutiny that may assist the Committee when considering whether or not the Accessibility Strategy is a suitable topic for scrutiny, and if so, how any scrutiny should be undertaken. 

18. The Committee may wish to 

w) Scrutinise how any, or all, of the key objectives of the Accessibility Strategy are being addressed; and/or

x) Make recommendations to Scrutiny Management Board, or to another Scrutiny Committee about how the key objectives of the Accessibility Strategy are scrutinised, and/or

y) Scrutinise the accessibility indicators used in Suffolk with regard to the Accessibility Strategy to ensure that they are ‘fit for purpose’ in that they reflect local circumstances and priorities and enable the Council to demonstrate that it is achieving its stated objectives.

z) Commission specific research either by members of the Committee, or officers and identify how the research should be done and by when.

Glossary of terms used in this report

DfT – Department for Transport

‘PICKS’ ‘stands for Public interest, Impact, Council performance, Keep in context and Suffolk.  It is a subjective assessment that is designed to assist Scrutiny Committee’s to prioritise items for scrutiny and to identify those items that need significant resource allocated to them.

Scrutiny - an activity which independently reviews, examines and monitors public services in Suffolk.  The decisions and views taken by Scrutiny are separate to and independent of those taken by Suffolk County Council or its Cabinet.

Background

aa) Suffolk County Council Accessibility Strategy 2006 available at http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/TransportAndStreets/Policies/TransportStrategies.htm 

ab) ‘Making Connections’ report by the Social Inclusion Unit published February 2003.

ac) Suffolk County Council Scrutiny Manual updated January 2007.
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