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               HEALTH SCRUTINY COMMITTEE
Forward Work Programme

Role of Scrutiny Committees

A Scrutiny Committee will, within its terms of reference:-

a)
scrutinise the ongoing work of the Cabinet and officers;

b)
consider the overall performance of the Authority and relevant external bodies including reports from internal and external auditors;

c)
commission specific reviews of executive actions and implementation of past policy decisions by Scrutiny Panels and consider the conclusions of such Panels;

d)
consider whether or not an executive decision should be reviewed by the decision-maker or be referred to Council;

e)
be responsible for the overview of the Council’s activities by reference to the elements of the strategic and budgetary framework set out in the Policy and Performance Plan;

f)
review and comment on current policy developments;

g)
consider policy issues on the Cabinets’ Forward Plan;

h)
review the effectiveness of policy decisions;

i)
make advisory recommendations to the Cabinet or Council.
Terms of Reference

The Health Scrutiny Committee has responsibility for the scrutiny of health services across the County and may review and scrutinise any matter relating to the planning provision and operation of health services in the County.

In carrying out the review and scrutiny of a particular matter the Committee shall have regard to any guidance issued by the Secretary of state; invite interested parties to comment on the matter; and take account of relevant information available to it.

The Health Scrutiny Committee shall, periodically, make reports and recommendations to the County Council on matters reviewed or scrutinised by it.

The Health Scrutiny Committee may also make reports and recommendations to the Cabinet and local NHS or other bodies on any matter reviewed or scrutinised by it.

Where the Health Scrutiny Committee makes such reports and recommendations it shall include:

a)
an explanation of the matter reviewed or scrutinised;

b)
a summary of the evidence considered;

c)
a list of the participants involved in the review or scrutiny; and

d)
any recommendations on the matter reviewed or scrutinised.

The Health Scrutiny Committee shall consist of eight County Councillors and shall make arrangements for the appointment to the Committee of one member of a scrutiny committee of each district or borough council in Suffolk.
Members of district or borough council scrutiny committees co-opted as members of the Health Scrutiny Committee shall be co-opted as voting members for purposes set out in Article 9.7.1 of the Constitution.

The Health Scrutiny Committee may establish joint arrangements, including the appointment of a joint committee, with one or more local authorities to exercise the functions relevant to the Committee.

The Health Scrutiny Committee may appoint members to any joint overview and scrutiny committee established under 9.7.8 of the Constitution.
	Meeting Date         

[to include date when added to programme and by whom, and “deferred from…..” when applicable}
	Subject
	Short description

INCLUDING  

Reason why it is coming to cttee for scrutiny

Anticipated outcomes
	How is it anticipated the committee will deal with this issue? 
i.e. written report,  presentation by author/user/etc, locality meeting, other
	Contact Name and Tel. No. [1]

Portfolio Holder [2]

	8 March 2007
	Healthcheck Working Party final report
	For the Committee to agree its comments on the Annual Healthcheck, as proposed by the Healthcheck Working Party. 
	Written Report
	Steven Howe

01473 264801

	8 March 2007 
	Suffolk PCT Plans for community services
	To consider Suffolk PCTs proposals for the provision of community services in the west of the County.
	Written Report
	Steven Howe

01473 264801

	8 March 2007
	Terms of reference for the Practices based Commissioning Working Party
	To agree the terms of reference for a working party to look at the implantation of Practice based Commissioning in Suffolk
	Written Report
	Steven Howe

01473 264801

	8 March 2007
	Suffolk/Norfolk Joint Scrutiny Committee
	To propose the arrangements and terms of reference for a Joint Scrutiny Committee with Norfolk County Council, for the Scrutiny of Great Yarmouth and Waveney PCT
	Written Report
	Steven Howe

01473 264801


	Meeting Date         

[to include date when added to programme and by whom, and “deferred from…..” when applicable}
	Subject
	Short description

INCLUDING  

Reason why it is coming to cttee for scrutiny

Anticipated outcomes
	How is it anticipated the committee will deal with this issue? 
i.e. written report,  presentation by author/user/etc, locality meeting, other
	Contact Name and Tel. No. [1]

Portfolio Holder [2]

	11 May 2007
	Presentation by the Director of Public Health
	Public Health challenges in Suffolk including teenage pregnancy, smoking and drugs.
	Presentation


	Steven Howe

01473 264801

	11 May 2007
	Dentistry
	To follow up the presentation to the Committee on 11 July, to assess the impact of the new dental contract on access to NHS dentists in Suffolk and to follow up the conclusions of the Committee’s report published in February 2005.
	Written Report


	Steven Howe

01473 264801

	11 May 2007
	Adequacy of the provision of Patient Advisory and Liaison Services (PALS) across Suffolk


	To review the effectiveness of the PALS service in Suffolk, in particular the lack of a PALS service at the Suffolk Mental Health Partnership Trust.
	To be decided
	Steven Howe

01473 264801


	Meeting Date         

[to include date when added to programme and by whom, and “deferred from…..” when applicable}
	Subject
	Short description

INCLUDING  

Reason why it is coming to cttee for scrutiny

Anticipated outcomes
	How is it anticipated the committee will deal with this issue? 
i.e. written report,  presentation by author/user/etc, locality meeting, other
	Contact Name and Tel. No. [1]

Portfolio Holder [2]

	11 July 2007
	Impact of financial cuts on the role and funding of the voluntary sector
	To understand the role the voluntary and independent sectors play in health service provision and the impact of budget cuts on their performance and customer service.
	To be decided.
	Steven Howe

01473 264801

	11 July 2007
	Draft Annual Report on the Work of the Health Scrutiny Committee
	To consider the draft Annual Report on the work carried out by the Committee
	Written Report
	Steven Howe

01473 264801

	11 July 2007
	East PCT implementation of “Changing for the Better”  - update
	To review the implementation of the changes to community services and the impact on service users under  “Changing for the better”
	Written Report
	Steven Howe

01473 264801

	11 July 2007
	Suffolk Mental Health Partnership
	To consider the Suffolk Mental Health Partnership Trust’s plans for moving to Foundation Status and the impact on service users in the County.
	Written Report
	Steven Howe

01473 264801


	11 September 2007
	Acute Service Review


	To consider the impact of the Acute Hospital Review on services in Suffolk.
	To be confirmed
	Steven Howe

01473 264801


	Meeting Date         

[to include date when added to programme and by whom, and “deferred from…..” when applicable}
	Subject
	Short description

INCLUDING  

Reason why it is coming to cttee for scrutiny

Anticipated outcomes
	How is it anticipated the committee will deal with this issue? 
i.e. written report,  presentation by author/user/etc, locality meeting, other
	Contact Name and Tel. No. [1]

Portfolio Holder [2]

	Unscheduled Item

Added on 27 April 2006 (Committee)

To be considered by the Adult and Community Services Scrutiny Committee
	Partnership working between the NHS and Social Care
	Is there a shift of responsibility and cost from the NHS to Social Care?

To scrutinise the adequacy of partnership working arrangements, eg in reducing delayed transfers of care etc.
	To be decided.
	Steven Howe

01473 264801

Cllr Graham Newman

	Unscheduled Item

Date to be agreed at the 8 March 2007 meeting
	Practices based Commissioning Working Party
	Interim report of the Practiced based Commissioning Working Party
	Written report
	Steven Howe

01473 264801
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