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Draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan 2006 - 2016 (appendix a)

whAt is the cabinet being asked to decide?

1. Cabinet is being asked to approve the Draft Suffolk Rights of Way Improvement Plan 2006 - 2016 (Appendix A) as a basis for public consultation, as required by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CROW Act). 

WHO WILL BE AFFECTED BY THIS DECISION?
2. The consultation offers users, land managers, local authorities and other organisations with an interest in rights of way an opportunity to comment upon the proposals outlined in the plan. 

WHAT ARE THE KEY ISSUES TO CONSIDER?

3. The Rights of Way Improvement Plan Assessment (2004/05) showed that the network is highly valued as a recreational and economic resource and enjoys high levels of use.  There is also a large demand for improvement of the existing network to increase use for both recreation and daily journeys to work and services.  The main issues that need to be addressed for the future management of the network are:

a) Increased accessibility for recreation, health, journeys to school, work and services and transport links.

b) Improved provision for equestrians and cyclists.

c) A better signed and maintained network.

d) A more connected and joined up network.

e) Better urban/countryside links from the main towns in particular.

f) Reprioritisation of definitive map work to provide routes of the greatest public benefit.

g) A definitive map for Ipswich.

h) A network more accessible to all users 

i) Greater community involvement in managing local rights of way.

j) A more coherently promoted network

WHAT ARE THE RESOURCE AND RISK IMPLICATIONS?
4. The Draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan forms a basis for a business plan for the development of rights of way in Suffolk for the next 10 years. 

5. The Assessment showed that the major resource issue is that the current £200k base works budget does not allow for proper maintenance of the 3,400 miles of network.  As a result many bridges are missing, many paths are not cut in the summer and many routes have a poor surface, which causes much public complaint.  With the current level of investment, the rights of way infrastructure will continue to deteriorate with resultant safety implications, damage to reputation and increased long-term financial costs.  There is a need to reprioritise existing resources and find new sources of funding for both maintenance and improvement if the network is to be properly maintained and meet future user requirements.

6. The Action Plan identifies three levels of resource requirement: 

k) Actions that can be carried out using existing resource requirement.

l) Actions requiring a reprioritising of existing county council resources.

m) Actions requiring planned investment. This funding may be through external sources or require support from Suffolk County Council.

The resources that can be applied to the actions in the plan will be subject to the availability and distribution of external funding such as from the Local Transport Plan and internal funding through the budget setting process for 2007/08 onwards and  through the Transport Asset Management Plan process, for 2006/07 onwards. 

7. Failure to maintain the statutory requirements of the Definitive Map and Statement could result in risk of complaint to the Ombudsman and findings of maladministration. 

WHAT ARE THE TIMESCALES ASSOCIATED WITH THIS DECISION?
8. Following any amendments and approval by cabinet the Draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan will be put to statutory public consultation. The draft will then be returned to Cabinet for approval and published in June 2006. 

	Sources of further information

a) Rights of Way Improvement Plan Part 1 The Assessment Report of the PRoW Network March 2005.

b) Government Guidance: Defra 02/2004: Part 1 of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act – Access to the Countryside.

c) Government Guidance: Defra 11/2002: Rights of Way Improvement Plans, Statutory Guidance to Local Highways Authorities in England.

d) Sustainable Suffolk Scrutiny and Overview Committee, 23 March 2005 Paper SO5/12.

e) Roads and Transport Scrutiny Committee, 6 September 2005. Paper RT05/05.


i. Main report

9. Each Highway Authority is required to produce a Rights of Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP) that shows how the authority will manage rights of way to meet public needs over the next 10 years and to integrate this into the Local Transport Plan (LTP2) 2006 - 11.

10. The Suffolk plan has been developed in two stages, an Assessment of the 3,400 miles rights of way network was undertaken 2004/05 with extensive public consultation and a Statement of Action.  The draft ROWIP that you are now being asked to approve includes a summary of the Assessment and the Statement of Action for the future management and improvement of rights of way.

11. The Draft ROWIP is included as Appendix A.

12. The Assessment covers the extent and condition of the network, user expectation and requirements and the state of the Definitive Map.  It also importantly identifies the contribution that rights of way makes to other corporate agendas affecting transport, community, local services, health, tourism and the local economy.

13. From the main management issues identified in the Assessment (given in paragraph 3 above), the plan provides six themed objectives under which actions have been developed to provide a better maintained network suited to user needs.  The six objectives and the main actions are:

a) Objective A: Provide a better signed and maintained and accessible network.

Actions to provide a more usable and better managed network, encouraging greater public use including improved signing, waymarking, mowing, removal of barriers and working with land managers.

b) Objective B: Create and protect a more continuous network that provides for the requirements of all users.

Actions to provide a more joined up and useable network in support of local community and user needs including better integration of rights of way within the planning and transport processes, working with land managers, improved access to services, for the less able, cyclists and riders.

c) Objective C: Develop a safer network.

Actions to support improved road safety for the walker, rider and cyclist including improved road crossings, use of roadside verges and improved multi use routes. 

d) Objective D: Increase community involvement in improving and managing the network.

Actions include development of a community scheme, greater volunteer and land manager involvement.

e) Objective E: Provide an up to date and publicly available, digitised Definitive Map for the whole of Suffolk.

Actions to provide Suffolk with an up to date Definitive Map and provide a network with the greatest public benefit include reprioritisation of work and procedures, digitising and consolidating the Definitive Map including Ipswich.

f) Objective F: Improve promotion, understanding and use of the network.

Actions to better inform the public of the opportunities for greater use of the network including map based web-site, tourism promotion and branding and promotion of local and long distance and specialised routes and health walks.

14. The Draft ROWIP shows the County Council’s commitment to working with others to deliver a better maintained and improved network.  This is a realistic and achievable plan that, with reprioritisation of resources and modest investment through the Local transport Plan process and other resources, could substantially meet the user demands of the 21st century.
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