Unconfirmed

MINUTES of the meeting of the ADULT CARE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES SCRUTINY COMMITTEE held in the Rose Room, Endeavour House, Ipswich on Wednesday 7 September 2005 at 10.32 am

PRESENT:

Charles Michell – Chairman

Roger Bellham – Vice-Chairman

Steve Hudson, Inga Lockington, Susan Maguire, Graham Manuel, Keith Myers-Hewitt, Ron Ward and David Yorke-Edwards

Peter Beer was unable to be present and was substituted by Selwyn Pryor

1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS

No declarations of interest or dispensations were reported.

2. CO-OPTION OF REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE VOLUNTARY SECTOR ONTO THE COMMITTEE

The Chairman advised the Committee that there was a long tradition of representatives from the voluntary sector sitting as co-opted members on the County Council’s committee that dealt with adult care issues. He proposed that that tradition be continued by inviting Jacqui Martin, Chief Executive of Suffolk Carers, and Jonathan Moore, Chief Executive of the Suffolk Association of Voluntary Organisations, to continue with the roles they had undertaken on the former Caring and Protecting Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

Decision:  The Committee fully supported the Chairman’s proposal and was pleased to hear that Jacqui Martin and Jonathan Moore were willing to join them at the table as co-opted committee members.

Alternative options:  None considered.

Declarations of interest:  Not applicable.

Dispensations:  Not applicable.

3. confirmation of minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 13 July 2005 were confirmed by the Committee as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman.

It was reported that several members of the Committee had been having trouble with their IT equipment and had not received the link to the Green Paper “Independence, Well-being and Choice: our vision for the future of social care for adults in England” which had been emailed by the committee administrator following the 13 July meeting (minute 5 refers).

Decision:  It was agreed that Committee members should be provided with a hard copy of the Green Paper.

Reason for the decision: Not appropriate.

Alternative options: Not appropriate.

Declarations of interest: Not appropriate.

Dispensations:  Not appropriate.

4. adult and community learning service: issues for the year ahead

The Committee considered paper ACC05/03 (copy in the minute book) in conjunction with a detailed presentation from the Head of Adult and Community Learning. The paper and presentation focused on the main issues which needed to be addressed by the Adult and Community Learning Service for the forthcoming academic year.

Decision:  The Committee agreed that

(a) a detailed analysis of adult learning fees and options for restructuring them should be presented at the 8 November meeting for scrutiny;

(b) information on actual budgets and the needs of the various client groups, including the numbers involved and their geographic spread across the county, should be presented at the 8 November meeting;

(c) details of existing partnerships and other collaborative working arrangements should be scrutinised at a future meeting; and

(d) at an appropriate time, the arrangements currently under negotiation between Social Care and the Learning & Skills Council for optimising the Direct Payment Scheme so that adult education could be included as part of an individual care package should be scrutinised.

Reason for the decision:  The Committee was assured that separation of youth and adult learning related activities would be cost-neutral as the Adult & Community Learning Service was funded by the Learning & Skills Council (LSC) and not the County Council.

It was noted that the LSC was in the process of introducing a new funding regime. It was necessary, therefore, for the Adult & Community Learning Service to revisit the fee structure currently in operation for adult learners. The Committee requested that it be involved in any decision-making with regard to changes in fees. The Committee was particularly anxious to be kept fully informed of the impact funding changes would have on members of the community with complex needs. It was interested to hear of the negotiations currently under way between Social Care and the LSC aimed at establishing a strategy for adult learners which would optimise the Direct Payment Scheme and asked to be kept informed of progress in this regard.

The Committee asked to be provided with more information on partnerships and collaborative working arrangements in respect of adult and community education. It was aware, for example, that the Extended Schools Scheme was opening up a range of opportunities for taking life-long learning activities into local communities and was keen to hear how the Adult & Community Learning Service was exploiting those opportunities.     

Alternative options:  Not applicable.

Declarations of interest:  Jonathan Moore declared an interest in the Adult and Community Learning Service as a member of the Learning & Skills Council. Roger Bellham declared a personal interest in the Direct Payments Scheme.

Dispensations:  None reported.

5. adult and community services: libraries and heritage directorate

The Committee received a powerpoint presentation on the various services within the Libraries & Heritage Directorate, with particular emphasis on adult and community focused services. A copy of the slides used during the presentation are in the minute book. 

Decision:  The Committee agreed that 

(a) An evaluation of the Sunday opening hours project and the on-line Library Service should be presented to the 8 November meeting; and

(b) the following issues should be added to its forward work programme:

· The Home Library Service and the links being developed between Libraries & Heritage and Adult & Community Learning to raise the profile of the service;

· The Directorate’s strategic role with regard to cultural and heritage aspects of the county;

· Freedom of Information Act: what arrangements has the Council put in place and how well is it responding to this new legislation;

· Public Library Standards: does Suffolk’s performance reflect local needs;

· Information on the Arts & Museums Grants budget; and

· Information on the Directorate’s strategic and partnership activities.

Reason for the decision:  The Committee identified a number of issues which it wished to explore in greater depth at future meetings.

Alternative options:  Not applicable.

Declarations of interest:  None declared.

Dispensations:  None reported.

6. forward work programme

The Committee received and considered copies of the Cabinet Forward Plan, its own forward work programme, a list of potential items for future consideration drawn up by the Scrutiny Officer and an Information Bulletin.

Decision:  The Committee accepted that the issues identified by the Scrutiny Officer were all worthy of examination; some were expanded further by members of the Committee. The Committee was also conscious that a number of issues had been identified during the course of the meeting. It was therefore agreed that the Chairman and Vice-Chairman should revise the forward work programme on behalf of the Committee.

Reason for the decision:  The Committee acknowledged that it would take some time for a workable timetable to be drawn up and that that task was best undertaken outside the meeting.

Alternative options:  Not applicable.

Declarations of interest:  Not applicable.

Dispensations:  Not applicable.

The meeting closed at 12.55 pm
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