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COUNTY COUNCIL DEVELOPMENT

W12226/9:
Retention of changing room building for Pakefield Football Club.  Pakefield Primary School, London Road, Pakefield, Lowestoft.

BRIEF Summary OF REPORT

1. A unit used as changing rooms for the Pakefield Football Club has been located at Pakefield Primary School since 1992.  Planning permission expired on 31 March 2002.

2. Permission is sought to retain the building for a further five years.

Action Recommended

3. A.
That planning permission is granted subject to the following condition.

1.
Standard time limit B3 (2 years).

2.
Within three months of the date of this permission a schedule of repairs shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the County Planning Authority.  The repairs shall be carried out strictly in accordance with the submitted details within six months of the date of this permission.

B.
That the applicant be informed that the Sub-Committee will not look favourably on a further renewal to this permission unless the building is brought up to a decent state of repair and good decorative order.

reason for recommendation

4. The application is considered acceptable for a further two years.

Alternative Options

MAIn BoDY OF rEPORT

THE SITE

5. Pakefield Primary School is a two storey primary school fronting onto London Road, with playing fields to the rear of the school.  Considerable extensions have been carried out in recent years resulting in the removal of temporary accommodation.

6. The Pakefield Football Club has two units, linked in an 'L' shape on the school site, which are used as changing rooms.

THE PROPOSAL

7. It is proposed to retain the unit for a further five years.

THE NEED TO RETAIN THE UNIT (Information provided by the Director of Education)

8. Pakefield Football Club uses the building for 40 weeks a year, on Saturday mornings and Sundays (1000 to 1500 hours).

CONDITION

9. The unit is in very poor condition with rotting fascia and deterioration at the base of the units.  Several windows are broken and boarded up.  One broken window was not boarded up at the time of the site inspection.

CONSULTATIONS

Waveney District Council

10. Not received at the time of writing this report.

REPRESENTATIONS

11. None.

COMMENTS OF THE ACTING DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENT AND TRANSPORT

12. This large 'L' shaped temporary building is a well used community facility.  It is well located to the rear of the school site, away from residential properties.  It is however in very poor condition with rotting fascia boards and evidence of deterioration of the main external cladding of the building.  There are several boarded up windows and one that appears to be recently broken.

13. The situation is exacerbated by the fact that there are no windows at all on the rear elevation and the unit is painted a drab colour.  This rear elevation is unfortunately more visible than when first placed on the site as the school swimming pool, which was adjacent, has now been removed.

14. The local Councillor has spoken to the club and offered locality funding to help get the building into a good state of repair.

Under these circumstances I consider the application should be approved for a two year period only and that the applicant be informed that the Sub-Committee is unlikely to view a further application to renew the permission unless the building is brought into a decent state of repair and good decorative order.

Sources of further information

a) Correspondence held on file W12226/9 received between 9 June and 19 June 2003.
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