LO2/39

MINUTES of the meeting of the LEARNING FOR LIFE OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE held in the Council Chamber, St Helen Court, County Hall, Ipswich on Wednesday, 05 November 2002 at 10.30 am.

PRESENT [Elected Members]:

Betty Milburn [Chair], Bob Tostevin [Vice Chair], Jeremy Clover, Gerry Kiernan, Inga Lockington, Graham Manuel, John Wyn Roberts, Ron Snell and Helen Whitworth.

[Co-opted Members]: Rev David Underwood, Alan Draper, Andrew Guite and A Clements.

Also in attendance: Robin Sargent, Tony Lewis and Sue Thomas.

1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS

There were no declarations of interest or reports of dispensations made in connection with any of the items on the agenda.

2. confirmation of minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 10 July 2002 were confirmed by the Committee as an accurate record and signed by the Chair.

3. FORWARD WORK PROGRAMME

The Committee considered the Executive Forward Plan and the Learning for Life O&SC’s forward work programme and the following issues for possible inclusion were discussed and the action indicated was agreed:

(i) School Term Dates (as a consultee) – details of proposals to be sent to all members of the Committee for views ;

(ii) Community Education ‘Involving the Community’ – The Chair and Vice-Chair to consider a copy and determine whether to bring to Committee in January;

(iii)  Seminars – Dates for the Seminars to be fixed as soon as possible and to be on days where there are no other scheduled meetings. Further information on the Education Act 2002 to be circulated to members of the Committee when it is available. 

In addition the Committee was asked to include an item on changes to the schools admission process – This was to be discussed by the Chair and Vice-Chair at their next planning meeting;

A suggestion was made that summaries of Ofsted Reports could be submitted to the Committee. – Consideration would be given to the possibility of producing an annual summary report. 

Decision:
 That the issues and actions set out above be agreed and incorporated into the Committee’s Forward Work Programme as appropriate.

Reason for decision:   To enable the Committee to undertake its scrutiny and monitoring function.

Alternative options:  Not considered.

Declarations of Interest:  None declared.

Dispensations:  Not applicable.

4. COUNTY COUNCIL’S BEHAVIOUR SUPPORT PLAN: PROGRESS REPORT

The Committee considered Paper LO2/33 [copy in the Minute Book] by the Director of Education. The paper described the requirement upon local authorities to develop and implement a Behaviour Support Plan and detailed the progress which the County Council had made against the action plan in the current Behaviour Support Plan.

The Committee considered each Key Principle in turn and identified the following areas for further action:

(i) Key Principles 1 and 2 – Attendance Audits and Truancy Sweeps – A further report be circulated to members of the Committee setting out the outcomes of interventions including attendance audits and truancy sweeps; 

(ii) Key Principle 2 – Outreach projects – Further details of the evaluation of the Thomas Wolsey outreach project to be available on request; 

(iii) Key Principle 4 – Pupil Referral Units (PRU’s) – A report to be prepared on a review of the performance management and governance and the monitoring arrangements for PRU’s. 

The Chair thanked the members of the Committee for their contributions to the discussion.  

Decision:  That the further action set out above be agreed.

Reason for decision:   To enable the Committee to consider these aspects of the Behaviour Support Plan more effectively.

Alternative options:  Not considered.

Declarations of Interest:  None declared.

Dispensations:  Not applicable.

5. POST OFSTED INSPECTION ACTION PLAN – FIRST QUARTERLY MONITORING REPORT

The Committee considered Paper LO2/34 [copy in the Minute Book] by the Director of Education.  The report set out the progress which had been made against each of the seven Ofsted recommendations. 

The Committee noted that the team was ahead of schedule in meeting the recommendation to provide guidance and training to schools on the application of Best Value principles and the monitoring of school performance and on schedule in the other six recommendations. 

Decision:  That the progress being made on the implementation of the Ofsted recommendations be noted and welcomed and the team be congratulated on the progress made to date.

Reason for decision:   The Committee recognised the good work being done in this area. 

Alternative options:  None considered.

Declarations of Interest:  None declared.

Dispensations:  Not applicable.

6. PUPIL ATTAINMENT

The Committee received a presentation [copy in the Minute Book] from the Senior Advisor (School Improvement Service) on the pupil attainment outcomes for Suffolk in the tests and examinations taken in 2002. The presentation highlighted areas where the County was performing well and suggested issues which required further action and which were being included in the review of the Education Development Plan for 2003/04. 

Members of the Committee enquired as to the differing levels of achievement by pupils in middle schools and junior schools compared with those in 5-11 primary schools. The Committee was advised that whilst at Key Stage 4 the differences between the two tier and three tier system were very slight there was a gap at key stage 2 which needed to be addressed. It was hoped that further investigation of the 2002 data in this respect would be completed before the Seminar on Target Setting took place. 

The Chair informed the Committee that this meeting was the last one which the Senior Advisor (School Improvement Service) would be attending before his retirement and she thanked him on their behalf for his work over the years and wished him well in his retirement.

Decision:  That the pupil attainment outcomes for 2002 together with the proposed issues for further action in the review of the EDP should be noted and that the Committee would wish to receive a report on the action to improve attainment at Key Stage 2. 

Reason for decision:   To enable the Committee to undertake its scrutiny and monitoring function. 

Alternative options:   None considered.

Declarations of Interest:  None declared.

Dispensations:  Not applicable.

7. SUFFOLK’S LOCAL MANAGEMENT OF SCHOOLS (LMS) sCHEME: SEN FUNDING DEVELOPMENTS 

The Committee considered Paper LO2/35 [copy in the Minute Book] by the Director of Education which set out the terms of reference proposed for the Overview and Scrutiny Panel which it had been agreed at the last meeting should be established to succeed the former Policy Development Panel. The Committee questioned the composition of the Panel in respect of the Statutorily Co-opted members and were unclear what the position was 

Decision:  That 

(i) an Overview and Scrutiny Panel be established initially in accordance with the policy of there being 5 members on a 2:2:1 ratio but that further enquiries be made as to the possibility of representatives of the Statutorily Co-opted members being included as members of the Panel;

(ii) the terms of reference should be:

(a) to review and progress the SEN funding development programme as outlined in detail in Annexe 1 of Paper LO2/29: and

(b) to review the effectiveness of the changes already implemented.

Reason for decision:   The programme of changes under consideration are both highly complex and inter-related and lend themselves to detailed consideration and examination by a small group of Councillors, particularly by those wishing to develop their expertise and understanding of such issues.  The previous panel had also been able to meet regularly with other interested parties (governors, SEN professionals, etc) who were able to add an additional dimension to the Panel’s considerations.

Alternative Options:   The Committee could have decided not to re-constitute the panel and have all future SEN funding proposals considered directly by the LfL OSC.

Declarations of Interest:  None declared.

Dispensations:  Not applicable.

8. PUBLIC LIBRARY CO-OPERATION WITH COLLEGE LIBRARIES

The Committee received Paper LO2/36 [copy in the Minute Book] by the Assistant Director (Libraries and Heritage) which explored some of the options for closer working relationships between public and college libraries in Suffolk. The paper also reported on a pilot scheme with Lowestoft College which was encouraging the use of fiction from the public library by making it available on campus to college students. The Committee welcomed the initiative and indicated that they would be supportive of further developments towards a fully integrated arrangement. They also requested a further report on links between the public library and schools

Decision:   The Committee endorsed the principles of partnership working between public and educational libraries in Suffolk generally and supported the Lowestoft College library pilot fiction collection as the first step in this process. 

Reason for decision:   The decision matches the County priority for helping young people to get good jobs and training by increasing their access to learning and leisure resources and seeks to establish partnerships that will improve services to users and has the potential for further joined up working. 

Alternative options:   The Committee could have agreed to develop County library services to learners in isolation. 

Declarations of Interest:  None declared.

Dispensations:  Not applicable.

9. YOUNG PEOPLE IN STRUCTURED LEARNING

The Committee considered Paper LO2/37 {copy in the Minute Book] by the Director of Education which set out some background information about the participation and engagement of young people in learning and invited the Committee to consider whether any aspect of this topic required more detailed scrutiny and, if so, what processes needed to be put in place. 

Councillor Robin Sargent, Chair of the Overview and Scrutiny Board, informed the Committee that he was in the process of formulating guidelines for scrutiny reviews and that these should be available early in the new year

Decision:   That the Committee would wish to look more closely at the issue of the participation of young offenders in education training or work but that consideration of the process should be deferred until the new guidelines have been published and that in the meantime a further paper on this matter be prepared for consideration at the next meeting. 

Reason for decision:  So that the Committee may undertake its scrutiny function in accordance with the agreed processes.

Alternative options:   None considered. 

Declarations of Interest:  None declared.

Dispensations:  Not applicable.

10. UPDATE ON LEARNING FOR LIFE ITEMS

The Committee received Paper LO2/38 [copy in the Minute Book] by the Director of Education which reported on the decisions made and items considered by other bodies which have an impact on learning in Suffolk. In addition The Chair reported that she had attend a meeting of the Partnerships for Progression initiative operated by the HEFCE and Learning and Skills Council. Several Suffolk Heads were also present and they had expressed some reservations as to how targets could be met. A business Plan for the eastern region was currently being prepared and the initiative would be developing over the next year. The project manager had indicated that he would be prepared to attend a future meeting and address the Committee. The Director of Education will provide updates on the work of the eastern region group to the Committee.

Decision:   None taken.  Information was for information purposes only.

Reason for decision:   Not applicable.

Alternative options:  Not considered.

Declarations of Interest:  None declared.

Dispensations:  Not applicable.

The meeting closed at 1.30 pm.
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