
SOCIAL CARE SUMMARY
The Victoria Climbie Inquiry has considerable implications for Social Care and included over 40 practice recommendations, which needed to be implemented within six months of the reports publication in January 2003.  Every local authority has been required to undertake an audit of its services and measure its performance against each of the practice recommendations.  These were divided into seven standards including:

· Referral

· Assessment for services

· Service provision

· Guidance and procedures

· Training and development

· Management and organisation of services

· Governance of services

The audit was submitted to the Social Services Inspectorate on 30 April 2003 and will be subject to assessment and evaluation by Inspectors based at our regional office.  Children’s Services in Suffolk are to be reinspected in July 2003.

The outcome of the audit and the specific role, which councillors and chief officers need to have in overseeing services, will be explored on 29 May.
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