Extract of confirmed minutes of the meeting of Executive Committee held on 1 April 2003

Papers S03/9 and E03/41 refer

6. WAVENEY LOCAL PLAN REVISED DRAFT:  REPRESENTATIONS BY SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL AS STRATEGIC PLANNING AUTHORITY, LOCAL TRANSPORT AUTHORITY, LANDOWNER AND SERVICE PROVIDER 
Paper E03/41 by the Director of Environment and Transport highlighted the issues for the County Council which warranted the submission of representations to Waveney District Council on the Waveney Local Plan Revised Draft (a copy of the report appears in the Minute Book).  

The report had been previewed by the Sustainable Suffolk Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 26 March and that Committee’s decision had been relayed to Executive Committee members by means of a draft minute (a copy also appears in the Minute Book).  

Decision

The Director of Environment & Transport be authorised to submit representations to Waveney District Council on the following issues :

(i) seeking further justification for the inclusion of Wrentham, Wangford and Blundeston in policy LP1, which listed villages where further housing development might take place (paragraph 8 of the report).  

(ii) requesting that the District Council investigated the feasibility of providing managed workspace facilities on industrial sites proposed in policy E1 (paragraph 9);

(iii) suggesting that the Lake Lothing industrial area be dealt with flexibly, thereby allowing for appropriate non-industrial uses in the area (paragraph 10).  

(iv) seeking acknowledgement in the Plan of the sequence of priorities for transport investment between different modes established in Structure Plan policy T2 (paragraph 11);

(v) requesting that highway schemes at Denmark Road and for improved access to Lowestoft Port, to be considered for inclusion in the Local Transport Plan for 2006 - 2011, be included in the Local Plan and shown on the proposals map, to ensure their safeguarding from other developments (paragraph 12);

(vi) indicating that developers would be expected to meet the full cost of providing additional school places or facilities necessitated by new development (paragraph 13);

(vii) on other policy issues not specifically mentioned in the report (paragraph 14). 

Reasons for Decision

The Committee recognised that the Local Plan Revised Draft raised issues warranting the submission of representations.  It was the District Council’s intention to adopt the document as an Interim Local Plan pending the development of a Local Development Document under the new statutory planning regime. 

The Committee supported the submission of representations as recommended in the report although an amendment to paragraph 2 (c) was agreed to reflect the fact that a flexible approach was required to the Lake Lothing area given that the Lake Lothing Study was not robust enough and did not take into account all relevant issues for future consideration.  

The Committee noted that the Sustainable Suffolk Overview and Scrutiny Committee had endorsed the representations referred to in the report.  However, it had also made a request that the District Council should take into account proposals in the Beccles Local Transport Action Plan once that Plan had been considered by the County Council.  Members of the Executive Committee did not feel that it was appropriate to include such a request, recognising the difficulty of identifying a document which had not as yet been considered and that the same situation could apply to other plans in the course of preparation.  

Alternative Options

The Committee could have decided not to submit some or all of the representations recommended in the report and an amendment was made as referred to above.  So far as additional matters of concern to the Council, the Committee did not support the proposal made by the Sustainable Suffolk Overview and Scrutiny Committee. 

Declarations of Interest

There were none declared.

Dispensations

Not applicable.
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