ST02/2

MINUTES of the meeting of the STANDARDS COMMITTEE held in the East/West Meeting Room, St Helen Court, County Hall, Ipswich on Monday 14 January 2002 at 2.00 pm

PRESENT:

John Le Grys – Chair

C H W Michell – Vice Chair

Mrs M E Anderson, J M Kelso, H I Mangar and R N Phillips 

1. confirmation of minutes
Mr Phillips asked for the minutes to be amended to reflect his comments that correspondence should be replied to promptly.  Subject to this, the minutes of the meeting held on 13 December 2001 were confirmed by the Committee as an accurate record and signed by the Chair.

2. model code of conduct – guidelines

The Committee considered Paper ST02/1 (copy in the Minute Book), produced at the request of the Committee, which discussed the need for any local guidance to be provided on the Model Code of Conduct.  

The Committee was advised that the Standards Board would deal with all complaints in the first instance.  Regulations concerning the roles of Standards Committees and Monitoring Officers in dealing with complaints were still awaited and until these arrived, it was not clear what role the Committee would be expected to play regarding breaches of the Code.  The Adjudication Panel would deal with more serious breaches of the Code.

In the absence of any case law to assist in drafting the guidance, the Committee felt it would be premature to attempt to develop local guidance on the working of the Code at this early stage.  Case law would evolve over time and this would assist in understanding the Code.  The Committee also noted that should any particular areas of concern be raised at the forthcoming member training sessions, there would be an opportunity to further consider the need for any guidance. 

Decision:  That no local guidance on the Model Code of Conduct should be produced at this stage.

Reason for decision:  The Committee felt on balance, and having regard to Codes that applied within other authorities, it would be prudent to wait and see what guidance was produced by the Standards Board on the Code before any local guidance was produced.  

Alternative options:  None considered.

Declarations of interest:  None declared.

Dispensations:  None reported.

The meeting closed at 2.33 pm
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