Development Control Sub-Committee

24 May 2001

R01/90

Title and Reason for Report:
County Council Development

W4486/14:
Alterations and extensions to provide four additional classrooms, link corridor, classroom extension and other ancillary accommodation.  Sir John Leman High School, Ringsfield Road, Beccles.

Action Recommended:

A.
That planning permission be granted subject to the following conditions:

1.
A1 (standard time limit).

2.
E2 (prior approval of materials).

B.
That the Director of Education be asked to consider full provision for disabled access at Sir John Leman High School as a matter of priority.

Lead Member(s):



Local Member(s):


Mr H H Ley

Executive Summary:

It is proposed to carry out various extensions and alterations to Sir John Leman High School to accommodate an increasing school roll and needs relating to specialist technology college status.

One objection has been received from local residents to the construction of four first floor classrooms on the grounds that their property will be overlooked.

The extension is 65 metres from the boundary of the objector's property and 75 metres from the side elevation of the house.

Sponsor:
P J Thompson, Director of Environment and Transport

Contact Point:
Mrs A Thistlethwaite (ext. 3135)


D Palk (ext. 3350)

Sources of Further Information:
Correspondence received between 16 February and 28 March 2001 held on file W4486/14.

1.
THE SITE

1.1
Sir John Leman High School occupies a large site to the south of Beccles town centre.  It has residential property to the east, north and west, with the sports centre to the south.  The school comprises an old grammar school type building with various later extensions in differing styles.

2.
THE PROPOSAL
2.1
It is proposed to carry out alterations and extensions to provide four additional classrooms, a classroom extension, a first floor link corridor, study room, cloakroom, and storage and machine room.  The four classroom extension is at first floor level above an existing classroom and dining/assembly hall.

3.
CONSULTATIONS
3.1
Waveney District Council

No objection, but some comments made by the Access Officer relating to various accessibility issues.

3.2
Highway Authority

No objection.

4.
REPRESENTATIONS

4.1
One letter of objection has been received from local residents.  Their concerns relate to the construction of four additional classrooms at first floor level and the possible loss of privacy and propose additional planting on the northern boundary of the school to mitigate the effects of the development.

5.
COMMENTS OF THE DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENT AND TRANSPORT
5.1
Accessibility Issues

The Assistant Director (Property) has now responded in detail to the comments of the District Council's Access Officer and the Education Authority has addressed some of the issues raised, many of which relate to internal details and access from one block to another.  There is no intention to install a lift at this time, irrespective of the fact that four classrooms within the new development will be at first floor level.  The existing staff room and sixth form common room are also at first floor level and taking into account the fact that Sir John Leman High is a large school attracting high numbers of pupils, staff and visitors, I consider that the Education Authority be asked to consider full provision of disabled access as a matter of priority.

5.2
Loss of Privacy of Residents of No. 5 Ringsfield Road

The proposed first floor extension is some 65 metres from the boundary of No. 5 Ringsfield Road and 75 metres from the house itself.  A single storey home economics block is located between the proposed extension and the boundary 

of the school site.  Furthermore, No. 5 Ringsfield Road is on the other side of Ashmans Road from the school with its associated walls, hedges and footways.  Under these circumstances I do not think that views from the extension windows will reduce the privacy of the occupants of the property and do not consider boundary planting to be necessary.
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