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	Unconfirmed


MINUTES of the meeting of the SUFFOLK AND NORFOLK JOINT HEALTH SCRUTINY COMMITTEE (for the Great Yarmouth and Waveney PCT Area) held on 12 May 2010 at 10.30 am.

Present:   

Suffolk County Councillors:

Councillors: Tony Goldson and David Yorke-Edwards.

Co-opted Members:  Councillors Susan Vincent [Forest Heath District Council], Peter Collecott [Waveney District Council]

Norfolk County Councillors:

Councillors: Michael Carttiss, Michael Chenery of Horsbrugh and David Harrison.

Co-opted Member:  Councillors John Bracey, Shirley Weymouth [Great Yarmouth Borough Council]

Supporting Officers:  Susan Millington, Senior Committee Administrator and Sue Morgan, Scrutiny Team Manager

1. Apologies for Absence and Substitutions
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Jane Midwood.
2. Declarations of Interests and Dispensations
Councillor Michael Chenery of Horsbrugh declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 4 ‘Out of Hours Service’ by virtue of the fact that he had a substantive contract with the Norfolk and Waveney Mental Health NHS Trust’.
Councillor Shirley Weymouth declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 4 ‘Out of Hours Service’ by virtue of the fact she was appointed to attend the Great Yarmouth and Waveney Board meetings.

Councillor Tony Goldson declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 4 ‘Out of Hours Service’ by virtue of the fact that he was a Governor at James Paget Hospital and that he was appointed to observe on the Board of NHS Great Yarmouth and Waveney.

3. Confirmation of the Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting held on 10 March 2010 were confirmed as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman subject to changing Councillor Michael Chenery of Horsbrugh’s declaration of interest in items 4 and 5 to read as follows:

‘by virtue of the fact that he had a substantive contract with the Norfolk and Waveney Mental Health NHS Trust’. 
4. Out of Hours Service
At Agenda Item 4 the Committee received a report which provided an overview of the strategic approach to the development of out of hours GP services and information on the recent change in contractor of the out of hours services within the NHS Great Yarmouth and Waveney area.
The report was presented by James Elliott, Deputy Director of Commissioning and Performance, NHS Great Yarmouth and Waveney. Also in attendance were Rebecca Driver, Associate Director of Communications and Engagement and Rachel Miles, Acting Head of Unplanned Care.  Representatives of Norfolk LINk were invited to comment.
Recommendations: The Joint Committee agreed:
i) to recommend that NHS Waveney and Great Yarmouth look at ways in which to improve communicating the details of the service to members of the public;
ii) to request to see the outcomes of the Suffolk Health Scrutiny Committee’s scrutiny on Out of Hours;
iii) that the Chairman should raise Out of Hours services at the Regional Health Scrutiny Chair’s Forum in order to establish whether any other scrutiny had take place in the region and if so for the outcomes be collated;
iv) to recommend that the Strategic Health Authority consider the collated outcomes of previous scrutiny when revising the service specifications for future Out of Hours services; 
v) to add the Out of Hours services to its Forward Work Programme in six months time;
vi) to be kept informed of developments in relation to Phases 2 and 3 as outlined in the report;
Reason for Recommendations:   

i) The Joint Committee noted that public perception of the service was poor and that the public did not recognise NHS geographical boundaries and the service was receiving general criticism and creating dissatisfaction. 
ii) The Joint Committee was informed that Suffolk Health Scrutiny Committee had recently set up a scrutiny working party to look at Out of Hours services and that the recommendations from the scrutiny working party had been presented and agreed at the Suffolk Health Scrutiny Committee meeting which had taken place earlier that week.

iii) The Joint Committee considered that it was desirable to bring together the outcomes of all scrutiny of Out of Hours services within the region and that this information should be collated to form a regional overview and for this to be passed on the Strategic Health Authority for consideration.

iv) The Joint Committee had been advised by NHS officers that this information could be very useful to the Strategic Health Authority to inform discussions about criteria for performance for specification for future Out of Hours services.
v) the Joint Committee noted that Harmoni had only just taken over the running of the Out of Hours service and considered it appropriate to allow the opportunity for services to bed in before further scrutiny took place.  It also considered that this would allow time for all data from previous scrutiny to be collated and considered by the Strategic Health Authority.
vi) The Joint Committee had been advised that the services would be implemented in three potential phases and timings for Phases 2 and 3 within the paper were indicative.  The Committee also noted that any future Government requirements would also need to be considered and therefore there was a need for flexibility in the approach to future contractual arrangements.
Alternative options: None considered.
Declarations of interest: Councillor Michael Chenery of Horsbrugh declared a by virtue of the fact that he had a substantive contract with the Norfolk and Waveney Mental Health NHS Trust’.

Councillor Shirley Weymouth declared a personal interest by virtue of the fact she was appointed to attend the Great Yarmouth and Waveney Board meetings.

Councillor Tony Goldson declared a personal interest by virtue of the fact that he was a Governor at James Paget Hospital and that he was appointed to observe on the Board of NHS Great Yarmouth and Waveney.

Dispensations: None reported.
5. Information Bulletin
This item was for information only.
6. Forward Work Programme
Consideration was given to the Forward Work Programme.
Recommendation:  The Joint Committee agreed to:
i) the date of the next meeting being 27 July 2010;

ii) request further information from NHS Great Yarmouth and Waveney on possible consultation in relation to Estate schemes and for this to potentially be added to the Forward Work Programme for the meeting to be held on 27 July 2010; and
iii) request that the scrutiny of ME/CFS Services taking place on 27 July 2010 include a presentation on ME/CFS including information on the number of patients and waiting times; and

iv) that the scrutiny officer collate previous information considered by the Joint Committee on ME/CFS services and for this to be available to members.

Reason for Recommendation:  

i) This date had not yet been formally agreed;

ii) The Joint Committee was informed by NHS officers that there may be a possible consultation on Estate Schemes;

iii) & iv)
The Joint Committee noted that there were new members sitting on the Committee which had not been provided with all information previously gathered.  
Alternative options: None considered
Declarations of interest: None declared.
Dispensations:  None reported.

9.
Urgent Business
There was no urgent business.
The meeting closed at 12.05 pm.
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