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MINUTES of the meeting of the DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE held     on Wednesday 1 December 2010 at 10.30 am in the Elisabeth Room, Endeavour House, Ipswich

Present:
Councillors Nick Barber, Peter Beer, David Grutchfield, Richard Kemp, Colin Law, Jane Midwood (in the Chair), Patricia O’Brien, David Ritchie, Bill Sadler, Joanna Spicer, Andrew Stringer, Mary Young 

Also present:
Councillor Colin Hart attended the meeting for Agenda Item 8.
Supporting Officers present:  Terry Burns, Mineral and Waste Planning Manager, Linda Pattle, Committee Administrator and Anita Seymour, Senior Planning Officer.
32. Apologies for Absence and Substitutions
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Peter Gardiner, Russell Harsant, Charles Michell (substituted by Councillor Nick Barber) and Ken Sale (substituted by Councillor David Ritchie).
33. Declarations of Interests and Dispensations
There were no declarations of interest or dispensations.
34. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 21 October 2010 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

With reference to Minute No. 23 (Outline Planning Application, New School Buildings, Pakefield Middle School), the Committee noted that the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government had declined to intervene, and that planning permission had now been issued.
With reference to Minute No. 26 (extension and new car park, Albert Pye Primary School, Beccles), the Committee was informed that following discussions between the objector, the local councillor and the applicant, an amendment had been made to the application, the objector had withdrawn his objection and the amended application had been approved under delegated powers.

35. Extensions and Internal Remodelling, Laureate Primary School, Newmarket
The Committee received a report at Agenda Item 4, which sought consent for extensions and internal remodelling at Laureate Primary School, Exning Road, Newmarket.
On the proposition of Councillor Bill Sadler, seconded by Councillor David Grutchfield, it was proposed that the application be granted, subject to the conditions recommended in the report by the Director for Economy, Skills and Environment.
Decision:  That the application be GRANTED subject to the conditions outlined in the report by the Director for Economy, Skills and Environment.
Reason for Decision:  
The Committee considered that the proposed alterations would be sympathetic to the design of the existing buildings.  It was anticipated that notwithstanding the increase in pupils, the development would not significantly affect the residential amenity of adjacent neighbours.

Other Comments:  Mr Frank Stockley, Senior Education Officer spoke in favour of the application.
Alternative options:  There were none considered.
Declarations of interest:  There were none declared.
Dispensations:  There were none reported.
36.
Extensions and alterations, Moulton Church of England First School, Moulton
The Committee received a report at Agenda Item 5, which sought consent for extensions and internal refurbishment and external alterations, including a multi-use hard court, at Moulton Church of England First School, School Road, Moulton.
On the proposition of Councillor Bill Sadler, seconded by Councillor David Grutchfield, it was proposed that the application be granted, subject to the conditions recommended in the report by the Director for Economy, Skills and Environment.
Decision:  That the application be GRANTED subject to the conditions outlined in the report by the Director for Economy, Skills and Environment.
Reason for Decision: 

The Committee considered that the proposed alterations would continue the form of the 2004 extensions.  Members accepted that new planting would mitigate the loss of trees, and anticipated that, notwithstanding the additional pupils, the development would not significantly affect road safety.

Other Comments:  Mr Frank Stockley, Senior Education Officer spoke in favour of the application.
Alternative options:  There were none considered.
Declarations of interest:  There were none declared.

Dispensations:  There were none reported.
37.
Construction of new pre-school/wraparound care building, Thurston
The Committee received a report at Agenda Item 6, which sought consent for the construction of a new timber framed pre-school/wraparound care building on land at Church Road, Thurston.
The Committee was advised that following discussions with the applicant and the Highway Development Management team, the applicant had included a footpath from the Parish car park to the proposed building.  This necessitated amendments to the proposed conditions as set out below.  Members were also informed that one additional letter of support had been received.  The correspondent had raised the need for the footpath now included in the scheme and queried the colour of the proposed materials.

Members expressed reservations about the colour of the external facing materials, and the smallness of the windows.  It was confirmed that further consideration could be given to these matters under the terms of proposed Condition 4.
On the proposition of Councillor David Grutchfield, seconded by Councillor Bill Sadler, it was proposed that the application be granted, subject to the amendments referred to above and to the conditions recommended in the report by the Director for Economy, Skills and Environment.
Decision:  That the application be GRANTED subject to the conditions outlined in the report by the Director for Economy, Skills and Environment and to the following amendments:
a)
Condition 2 b) to include Location and Site Plan P53B.

b)
Condition 3 to be deleted and replaced by the following:

“Before the development is occupied the proposed footpath shall be provided in accordance with drawing number P53B.  The approved scheme shall be carried out in its entirety before the development is brought into use and shall be retained thereafter.”

c)
Insert the following new Condition:

“Staff parking and drop off parking shall be in Church Field Car Park as previously agreed.”

Reason for Decision: 

The Committee considered that the proposed building would not impact on playing pitch provision.  The proposed use as a community based child care facility would complement the existing community uses on the site and the wider locality.

Members accepted that the site was well connected to the public footpath network and therefore to the wider village.  Provision of a connecting footpath to the playing field car park would enable parents to park off Church Lane.

The Committee recognised that the design of the building was modest and low key, and that it responded to the location and existing uses of the playing field.

Other Comments:  Mr Tom Miller, Architect, spoke in favour of the application.
The Committee noted that Councillor Penny Otton, local councillor for the Thedwastre South Division, had expressed her support for the application.
Alternative options:  There were none considered.
Declarations of interest:  There were none declared.

Dispensations:  There were none reported.
38.
Retention of pre-fabricated building, Otley Primary School, Otley
The Committee received a report at Agenda Item 7, which sought consent for the retention of a pre-fabricated building for use by a local playgroup at Otley Primary School, Chapel Road, Otley.
On the proposition of Councillor Peter Beer, seconded by Councillor Joanna Spicer, it was proposed that the application be granted, subject to the conditions recommended in the report by the Director for Economy, Skills and Environment, and to the insertion of an additional condition as set out below.
Decision:  That the application be GRANTED subject to the conditions outlined in the report by the Director for Economy, Skills and Environment, and to the insertion of the following additional condition:
“Within one month of the date of the consent details of a timber skirt to be fixed to the unit to satisfactorily mask the jacking points shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the County Planning Authority.  The approved details shall be carried out within one month of the agreement of details and thereafter retained for as long as the unit remains on site.”
Reason for Decision: 
The Committee considered that the retention of the pre-fabricated unit for a further six years was acceptable, provided that a timber skirt be affixed In the interests of visual amenity and energy conservation.
 
Other Comments:  There were no other comments under this item.
Alternative options:  There were none considered.
Declarations of interest:  There were none declared.

Dispensations:  There were none reported.
39.
Variation of conditions, Parham Composting Plant

The Committee received a report at Agenda Item 8, which sought consent for a variation to the wording of Condition 13 of planning permission Ref. C05/1512 and Condition 5 of planning permission Ref. C09/0744 (Hours of operation) respectively to allow deliveries of organic waste over the Christmas period when the combined effect of Christmas and the weekend period could result in the site being closed for three to four consecutive days.  The proposed variation sought to open the site on the Public Holiday Tuesday to accept waste importation.
The Committee was informed that since the publication of the report at Agenda Item 8, a further seven letters or emails of objection had been received from residents of Overbetts, Mill Green, Bridge Farm, Great Glemham and Parham, as well as two further emails from Blondy.  One letter of support had been received from Crabbes Farm.
On the proposition of Councillor Bill Sadler, seconded by Councillor David Grutchfield, it was proposed that the application be granted, subject to the conditions recommended in the report by the Director for Economy, Skills and Environment.  However, on a vote being taken, the majority of members present voted against the proposal.
Decision:  That the application be REFUSED.
Reason for Decision: 

The Committee considered that in the light of the previous planning decision of the Development Control Committee, the case for varying the wording of Condition 13 of planning permission Ref. C05/1512 and Condition 5 of planning permission Ref. C09/0744 (Hours of operation) had not been made sufficiently.  Members considered that the operation of the plant on public holidays would be detrimental to residential amenity.
Other Comments:

Mr Paul Goring spoke against the application.  He referred to the noise, odours and traffic movements generated by the plant when in operation.  He drew attention to the fact that original planning consent had imposed a condition prohibiting the operation of the plant on public holidays, because this would be detrimental to rural amenity.
Mr Andrew Houseley, Chairman of Parham Parish Council, spoke against the application, highlighting the noise, odours and traffic movements generated by the plant.

Mr Andy Ryan, site manager for the applicant Countrystyle Recycling Ltd, spoke in favour of the application.  He outlined why waste collection authorities had requested that the plant be permitted to operate on 28 December 2010.
Councillor Colin Hart, local councillor for the Framlingham Division and a member of Suffolk Coastal District Council, spoke against the application.  He urged that, as a matter of principle, the Development Control Committee should adhere to the conditions it had originally imposed.

Alternative options:  There were none considered.
Declarations of interest:  There were none declared.

Dispensations:  There were none reported.
40. Extension of time, land at former brick and pipe works, Gisleham
The Committee received a report at Agenda Item 9, which sought consent for the continued use of land for waste separation and transfer, crushing of demolition waste to produce secondary aggregates, including the retention of a weighbridge and office until 31 July 2015 on land at a former brick and pipe works, Gisleham.
On the proposition of Councillor Colin Law, seconded by Councillor Richard Kemp, it was proposed that the application be granted, subject to the conditions recommended in the report by the Director for Economy, Skills and Environment.
Decision:  That the application be GRANTED subject to the conditions outlined in the report by the Director for Economy, Skills and Environment.
Reason for Decision: 

In light of the Development Plan and other relevant material considerations, the Committee did not consider an extension of time objectionable.

The Committee was aware that the site operations had not given rise to any substantiated complaints and that they provided a useful contribution to secondary aggregate provision in the north of the county.

The application conformed to policy initiatives to develop and safeguard economic and employment opportunities and was not contrary to waste policy or guidance advice.

The Committee accepted that the extension period would provide the applicant with the comfort of an approved period for site operations whilst giving them suitable time for the preparation of an application to address the long-tem working arrangements and the accommodation of the Listed Building/heritage assets. 

Other Comments:

The Committee noted that Councillor Ken Sale, local councillor for the Pakefield Division, had commented on the need for vigilance in keeping the site clean and tidy.

Alternative options:  There were none considered.
Declarations of interest:  There were none declared.

Dispensations:  There were none reported.
41. Development Control performance monitoring
The Committee received and noted a report at Agenda Item 10, which set out the Development Control performance figures for the period 1 April 2010 to 30 September 2010.

42. Urgent Business

There was no urgent business considered.

The meeting closed at 12.15 p.m.
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