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Speed Limit – C309, Woodbridge Road, Debach
Brief Summary of Report
1. This report is to consider objections received to a proposal to introduce a 30 mph speed limit extension along part of the C309, Woodbridge Road in the Parish of Debach.  Advertisement of the draft Traffic Regulation Order prompted one objection.

Action Recommended
	2. That the Portfolio Holder for Roads, Transport and Planning be recommended to approve the making of the “Suffolk County Council (Parish of Debach) (C309 Woodbridge Road) (30 mph Speed Limit) Order 201-“ as advertised.


Reason for Recommendation
3. There is concern in the local community about the speed of traffic along the road.  Woodbridge Road does not meet the Suffolk County Council criteria for a 30 mph speed limit on development.  However the request is supported by the local County Councillor and the Parish Council.

Alternative Options
4. The alternative option would be to leave the road as a 60mph speed limit.

Main Body of Report
5. The proposal to introduce a 30mph speed limit on the C309 Woodbridge Road arose following a request from the Parish Council.  This resulted from the Parish Council being concerned about traffic speed and safety on the approach to the village from the B1078.
6. The request was for a length of 606 metres to be made 30mph and this was assessed and presented to the speed limit panel for their consideration.  The panel considered the request taking into account the Department for Transport (DfT) guidelines for setting local speed limits.  The panel concluded that the 606 metres requested did not meet the DfT guidelines for a 30mph limit (see the schedule at Appendix A and location plan at Appendix B.)

7. The C309, Woodbridge Road is a Local Access Lorry Route for HGVs between the A12 and Debach Industrial Estate.  There is northbound access only to Debach Enterprises/Clopton Airfield Site, but two-way HGV access to Gressingham Foods at this point.
8. In the area of the proposed speed limit the road is a single 7.3 metre wide carriageway with no footways and no Street lighting.  The road is currently subject to a 60mph speed limit. 

9. Over the length of the proposed limit there are three residential properties with accesses directly onto the road.
10. In the three-year period between 1 October 2006 and 30 September 2009 there was one slight injury accident along the length that is subject to the proposed limit.

11. The local County Councillor requested a review.  The Portfolio Holder, Local County Councillor and Panel Representative visited the site and concurred that the two-way HGV traffic and this narrow section of the C301 made it a special case and recommended overturning the panel decision. 
12. The draft Traffic Regulation Order was advertised locally on site and in the press from 14 December 2010 to 11 January 2011.  Within this advertisement period one objection was received (as explained in paragraph 18 below).

13. The Order will extend the existing 30mph speed limit on Woodbridge Road Debach in a northerly direct for 606 metres to it’s junction with the B1078.
14. The average two-way traffic flow was recorded as approximately 540 vehicles per day.  Mean traffic speeds are approximately 26 mph in both directions.  The survey was taken south of Rectory Cottages.
15. The Suffolk Police representative on the Speed Limit Assessment Panel is not in support of the proposal. 

16. Consultation with Debach Parish Council, Suffolk Coastal District Council, Suffolk Police Authority, the Freight Transport Association, the Road Haulage Association and local Bus Companies has taken place.  Suffolk Police Authority were forthcoming in opposing the proposal. 

17. The local County Councillor supports this proposal.
Representations

18. Following advertisement of the proposals one objection was received from a Mr S Griss, Traffic Management Officer, Suffolk Constabulary, Police Headquarters, Portal Avenue, Martlesham Heath, Ipswich, Suffolk. Mr Griss feels that the 30mph speed limit should not be introduced for the following reasons:

“This location was discussed at the Speed Limit Assessment Panel meeting on 14/1/10 and the panel decided not to support the proposal, using the DfT guidelines.  There is a very low flow of vehicles using the road, which includes HGVs.  It is a tight piece of road so reducing the speed limit will probably not help, what the road needs is better signing, lining and regular trimming of the undergrowth, which I asked for when I visited in July. Extending the speed limit will undoubtedly result in a request for further enforcement in the future.

When we considered the request there had only been one slight RTC in the previous three years.

In my view just extending the speed limit will have little effect from a road safety perspective.  It is more important to have motorists on side and for them to see the reason for a speed limit.  The extension looks extremely rural and the average motorist would not see why they need to travel at 30 mph.  It is better to make them aware of where the real problems are (better signs and lines) to indicate that they need to reduce speed through the tight section of road.

Please don’t think I am being negative, road safety is extremely important, but I am disappointed that after the panel made the decision, it appears that someone has decided against the view of the panel.  I appreciate this is consultation.

Please accept this as a formal objection from the police.  If you wish to discuss further my contact details are below.”
Comments on the Representations
19. The proposed 30 mph speed limit is intended to improve safety by reducing vehicle speed on the approach to the two adjacent properties.  It is also intended to improve the safety and quality of life of residents who live alongside the C309.  The narrow nature of the road combined with the two‑way HGV flow is the justification for making this location a special case.
	Sources of further information

a) Correspondence in the parish file for Debach (500/217/00).

b) Speed Limit Guidance Note www.suffolkcc.gov.uk/e-and-t/transport/speed_limit_policy.html
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