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County Council Development
C/12/2294 Timber framed, timber clad detached classroom block for reception class incorporating classroom, toilets and cloaks, Grundisburgh Primary School, Alice Driver Road, Grundisburgh, Woodbridge, Suffolk, IP13 6XH
Brief Summary of Report

1. It is proposed to build a new detached one classroom block to accommodate the reception class. No increase in the pupil admission numbers is proposed.
2. One letter of objection has been received.  Concerns raised relate to existing traffic congestion. 
Action Recommended
	3. That planning permission is granted subject to the following conditions:
1. Standard time limit CC1 (three years).

2. Except as may be modified by the County Planning Authority, or as required by the other conditions to this permission, the development, uses and associated activities hereby approved shall only be carried out in accordance with:

a) The application form dated 26 October 2012 and accompanying Planning Application Supporting Statements:

i) Design and Access Statement  dated October 2012;

ii) Biodiversity Survey and Assessment Report dated 30 October 2012; and

iii) Tree Survey EFMS Ground Services dated 29 November 2012.

b) The approved plans:

i) Site Plan 7729-PA/12/02; and

ii) Plan & Elevations 7729-PA/12/01.

3. No development shall take place until an Ecological Precautionary Method Statement has been submitted to, and agreed in writing by, the County Planning Authority. The agreed actions, requirements and other measures shall be implemented in their entirety in accordance with the approved Method Statement.

4. The method of protection of trees within the vicinity of the development shall be carried out in accordance with BS5837 2012 (Trees in Relation to Construction) and retained until construction work has been completed.

5. Before development commences full details of replacement planting in accordance with Planting Compensation Scheme plan submitted on 26th November 2012 shall be submitted to, and approved in writing by the County Planning Authority. The approved scheme shall be carried out in accordance with the programme agreed with the County Planning Authority

6. All planting shall be maintained for five years after initial planting has been completed by:

a) keeping the new planting free from competing grass and weeds. Where herbicides are used, they must be an appropriate “translocated” type;

b) replacing any trees and shrubs each year which are subsequently damaged, seriously diseased or dead, with plants of a similar species and size; and

c) checking, adjusting and repairing all stakes, ties, shelters or fencing used in the scheme.

Construction Conditions

7. No development shall take place, including any works of demolition, until a Construction Method Statement has been submitted to, and approved in writing by the County Planning Authority.  The approved Statement shall be adhered to throughout the construction period.  The Statement shall provide for:

a) The parking of vehicles of site operatives and visitors;

b) Loading and unloading of plant and materials;

c) Storage of plant and materials used in construction and development;

d) The erection and maintenance of security hoarding including decorative displays and facilities for public viewing, where appropriate;

e) Wheel washing facilities;

f) Measures to control the emission of dust and dirt during construction; and

g) A scheme for recycling/disposing of waste resulting from demolition and construction works.

8. No construction work shall take place before 07:30 and after 17:30 hours Monday to Friday, before 08:00 and after 13:00 hours on Saturdays, and not at all on Sundays or Bank Holidays.  Noisy activities such as breaking of concrete or cutting of hard materials shall be restricted to Monday to Friday 08:30 to 17:00 hours and Saturdays 08:30 to 13:00 hours.

9. All compressors shall be 'noise reduced' models fitted with properly lined and sealed acoustic covers which shall be kept closed when the machines are in use, and all ancillary pneumatic percussive tools shall be fitted with mufflers or silencers of the type recommended by the manufacturers.

10. All vehicles and mechanical plant used for the purpose of the works shall be fitted with effective exhaust silencers and shall be maintained in good and efficient working order so that extraneous noise shall be reduced to a minimum.

11. All portable traffic signals and pumps shall be operated from mains electricity unless otherwise agreed with the County Planning Authority.

12. Machines in intermittent use shall be shut down in the intervening periods between works or throttled down to a minimum.


Reason for Recommendation

4. The proposed building would be located on a previously developed area of the school site and would not impact on the external play facilities. The design would complement the existing building whilst providing modern teaching accommodation.

5. Measures have been identified to mitigate the impact of the development on existing vegetation together with an approved landscaping plan; the proposed development would not adversely impact upon biodiversity issues.
Alternative Options

6. To refuse consent or grant with alternative conditions. 

Main Body of Report

Site

7. Grundisburgh Primary School is situated within the village of Grundisburgh. The school is surrounded by residential properties.
8. The existing school buildings are located to the front of the site, with playground and playing fields to the rear. The site of a disused swimming pool is located to the north-east of the school buildings.
9. Access for vehicles is via Alice Driver Road, which is a cul-de-sac. This entrance also forms the main pedestrian access from the east. A further pedestrian access from the north is available which connects the school with Meeting Lane to the west.
10. The existing school buildings are single storey, with masonry walls. The tiled roofs are predominantly pitched. 

Proposal

11. The proposed building would be located to the rear of the school and comprises of one classroom, plant, toilets and lobby.
12. The school has a pupil admission number (PAN) of 25 with a maximum capacity of 175. The school has experienced significant growth over recent years and the current roll is 166. Pupils are accommodated in six formal class bases and one activity area.
13. The proposed building would be a traditional timber framed, timber clad building, typical of an East Suffolk rural outbuilding.

14. The location, design and layout has been chosen by a working group of governors and teaching staff.

15. The building would be located on the site of a redundant above-ground swimming pool. A hedge and a small number of young trees would be removed as a result of the development; however the school and County Ecologist have identified locations for replacement planting to enhance the biodiversity of the site.
Consultations

Suffolk Coastal District Council 

16. No objections.
Grundisburgh Parish Council

17. No objections.
Highways

18. No objection.
Archaeology
19. No objections.
Fire Service

20. Raised no objections.
Representations

21. None.
Comments of the Development Manager

22. Traffic congestion during school term time, and particularly at the start and end of the school day, is experienced at many schools.  Whilst Alice Driver Close is a cul-de-sac, vehicular movements are eased by the road layout which incorporates an in-out system through the school car parks.
23. The Education Authority has confirmed that there is no intention of increasing the PAN which is set at 25.

Conclusion

24. The proposed building would create a seventh class base to provide the school with much needed accommodation to accommodate single year teaching. The location and design of the building is considered appropriate. Its close proximity to the existing pre school building would provide clear early years linkages.
	Sources of Further Information
No other documents have been relied on to a material extent in preparing this report
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Location of proposed building
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Existing former swimming pool enclosure
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Rear pedestrian access to school 
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