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Minutes of the meeting of the Education Transport Appeals Committee held on 6 March 2013 at 2:00 pm in the Millicent Room, Endeavour House, Ipswich.
	Present:

	Councillors Nick Barber (Chairman), Peter Beer and Caroline Page 



	Also present:
	None

	Supporting officers present:
	Jan Scott, Senior Infrastructure Officer, Luke Barber, Project Engineer, Kirsty Marjoram, Business and Information Manager, Passenger Transport and Katherine Bailey, Democratic Services Officer


1. Apologies for Absence and Substitutions
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr James Finch who was substituted by Cllr Peter Beer.
2. Declarations of Interests and Dispensations
There were no declarations of interest or dispensations received.

3. Urgent Business

There was no urgent business considered.

4. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 30 January 2013 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
5. Information Bulletin

The Committee noted the Information Bulletin.
6. Exclusion of the Press and Public
Decision:  The Committee agreed that the public (including the press) should be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of Agenda Item 7on the grounds that:

it involved the likely disclosure of exempt information, as defined in paragraphs 1 and 2 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972; and

in all the circumstances of the cases, the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighed the public interest in disclosing the information.
7. Long Melford to Uplands Middle School
The Committee received a report at agenda item 7 which concerned an appeal for free home-to-school transport lodged by a parent whose child attended Uplands Middle School.  The appeal was on the grounds of disagreement with the distance measurement, the safety of the nearest available walking route for an accompanied child pedestrian and the child’s medical condition. The appellant was present at the meeting and addressed the Committee.
Decision:  The Committee resolved not to uphold the appeal.

Reason for Decision:  Members were aware that most of the route had already been considered at the meeting of the Education Transport Appeals Committee on 13 December 2012 and found to be not dangerous. At that meeting, Members had recommended that the verge encroachment on to the footpath along the B1064 should be skirted, and the Road Safety Officer confirmed that this work had been scheduled. 
The Committee therefore only considered the sections between points A to J (the appellant’s house to the western side of Southgate Street) and points Zb to Zj (the Colneys junction on the northeast side of Melford Rd to Uplands Middle School) on the map provided with the Road Safety Report. Members agreed that, for a child accompanied by a responsible adult, the route was not dangerous because there was adequate opportunity to cross Southgate Street at point I and the rest of the route had pedestrian footways. Therefore, the Committee considered that the nearest available walking route was not dangerous for an accompanied child pedestrian.

The Committee also considered the appellant’s disagreement with the distance measurement and the child’s medical condition and noted that no evidence had been provided. Members therefore did not consider that the circumstances were sufficiently exceptional to uphold the appeal.

.Alternative options:  None considered.
Declarations of interest:  There were none declared.
Dispensations:  There were none reported.
The meeting closed at 3:00 pm.
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