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	Confirmed


MINUTES of the meeting of the EDUCATION TRANSPORT APPEALS COMMITTEE held on Thursday 28 June 2012 at 10:00 am in the Millicent Room, Endeavour House.

Present:
Councillors Rebecca Hopfensperger (Chairman), Nick Barber and Caroline Page 
7.
Apologies for absence and substitutions
Councillor Barber informed Members that he had been unable to attend the site visit to Brundish and was therefore intending to withdraw from the meeting during consideration of Agenda Item 8. 
8.
Declarations of interests and dispensations
There were no declarations of interest or dispensations received.
9.
Election of Vice Chairman
On the proposal of Cllr Rebecca Hopfensperger, seconded by Cllr Nick Barber, Cllr Caroline Page was elected as Vice Chairman for the municipal year 2012 to 2013.
10.
Urgent Business
Members agreed to change the date of the next meeting to Friday 20 July 2012.
11.
Minutes of the previous meetings
The minutes of the meeting held on 26 April 2012 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

The Committee was unable to consider the minutes of the meeting held on 31 May 2012, as none of the Members present attended that meeting. It was agreed that Cllr Finch should be asked to confirm these minutes in consultation with Cllr Goldson.

12
Officer Panel Terms of Reference
Members agreed the Terms of Reference for the Officer Panel, as appended to these minutes.

13.
Exclusion of press and public
Decision:  The Committee agreed that the public (including the press) should be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of Agenda Items 7 and 8 on the grounds that:

they involved the likely disclosure of exempt information, as defined in paragraphs 1 and 2 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972; and

in all the circumstances of the cases, the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighed the public interest in disclosing the information. 
14.
Preston St Mary to Beyton Middle School

The Committee received a report at agenda item 7 which concerned an appeal for free home-to-school transport lodged by a parent whose child attended Beyton Middle School.  The appeal was on the grounds of disagreement with the distance measurement between home and school and the child’s medical condition.


Decision: 
The Committee resolved not to uphold the appeal.

Reasons for Decision: The Committee considered that there was insufficient evidence to convince it that transport should be provided outside the policy.

Declarations of interest: There were none declared.

Dispensations: There were none reported.

Councillor Barber left the meeting at 11:10 am
15
Brundish to Wilby Primary School

The Committee received a report at agenda item 8 which concerned an appeal for free home-to-school transport lodged by a parent whose child attended Wilby Primary School.  The appeal was on the grounds of the safety of the nearest available walking route.


Decision: 
The Committee resolved not to uphold the appeal.


Reasons for Decision: The Committee agreed that, for a child of primary school age accompanied by a responsible adult, the route was not dangerous because, although visibility was impaired in some places, there were adequate step-offs throughout the route and traffic volumes were low. Therefore, the Committee considered that nearest available walking route was not dangerous for an accompanied child pedestrian of primary school age.

Declarations of interest: There were none declared.

Dispensations: There were none reported.

15.
Information Bulletin

Decision: 
The Committee noted the Information Bulletin.


Reasons for Decision: The Information Bulletin was for information only.

Declarations of interest: There were none declared.

Dispensations: There were none reported.
The meeting closed at 11:40 am
Appendix

Education Transport Appeals Officer Panel

Terms of Reference

Membership

1. The Panel will consist of three Officers: two from Children and Young Peoples’ Services/Passenger Transport and one from Legal Services. 

2. The Panel will be chaired by the Head of Schools Infrastructure 

3. The Panel will have a Quorum of two, with the Chairman having a casting vote. 

4. The Business and Information Manager, Passenger Transport will attend meetings as an advisor and observer, but will not have voting rights.

Mandate of the Panel

5. The Panel will consider Education Transport appeals referred to it by the Clerk.

6. The Panel will have the following decision-making powers:

· Appeals which, in the opinion of Officers, are clearly outside the transport policy, or for which there is insufficient evidence of exceptional circumstances, will be rejected.

· Appeals in which, in the opinion of Officers, there is clear evidence that the circumstances are exceptional, will be upheld and transport will be granted.

· Appeals in which, in the opinion of Officers, the circumstances could be considered to be exceptional, will be referred to the Education Transport Appeals Committee. 

7. Appellants whose cases are rejected by the Panel will have no further right of appeal but will be made aware of their right to contact the Local Government Ombudsman.

Meetings of the Panel

8. The Panel will be scheduled to meet once a month, usually during the week after an Education Transport Appeals Committee meeting. This will provide time to submit referred cases to the next meeting of the Committee.
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