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	Confirmed


MINUTES of the meeting of the EDUCATION TRANSPORT APPEALS COMMITTEE held on Thursday 21 July 2011 at 10:00 in North Conference Room, St Edmund House, Rope Walk, Ipswich.

Present:
Councillors Rebecca Hopfensperger (Chairman), Nick Barber and Caroline Page 
13.
Election of Chairman
On the proposal of Councillor Hopfensperger, seconded by Councillor Barber, Councillor Caroline Page was elected as Vice Chairman
14
Apologies for absence and substitutions
There were no apologies for absence.
15.
Declarations of interests and dispensations
There were no declarations of interest or dispensations received.
16.
Urgent Business
Members agreed that in the light of the complexity of cases that had been coming to Committee recently, a policy briefing meeting would be arranged for a date in August.
It was agreed that Committee meetings would be held on the following dates:

15 September 2011 at 14:00 (Meeting to consider exceptional circumstances)

29 September 2011 at 14:00 (Meeting to consider road safety cases)

8 December 2011 at 10:00 

It was also agreed that the following meeting would be cancelled:

22 September 2011

17.
Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 23 June 2011 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

18.
Exclusion of press and public
Decision:  The Committee agreed that the public (including the press) should be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of Agenda Items 6 to 11 on the grounds that:

they involved the likely disclosure of exempt information, as defined in paragraphs 1 and 2 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972; and

in all the circumstances of the case, the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighed the public interest in disclosing the information. 

Cllr Hopfensperger withdrew from the meeting at 10:10

19.
Wherstead Rd Ipswich to Bourne Hill, Wherstead (Bus stopping point)

Background


The Committee received a report at agenda item 6 which concerned an appeal for an adjustment to the free home-to-school transport provided for a child who attended Tattingstone Primary School. The appeal was lodged by the child’s parent.  The appeal was on the grounds of the safety of the route between the child’s home and the bus stopping point.

 
The report included:

· the appellant’s evidence

· the report of the Council’s Road Safety Officer


Prior to the Committee meeting, a site visit was held and members of the Committee carried out their own inspection of the route, accompanied by the local County Councillor, Councillor Kathy Pollard. Councillor Hopfensperger was unable to attend the route inspection and therefore excused herself from the deliberations and abstained from voting on the appeal.

The Head of Schools Infrastructure and the Road Safety Officer attended the meeting to present evidence and respond to questions.  The Business Manager for Passenger Transport was present to advise the Committee on procedural and policy matters.


The appellant had been invited either to attend the meeting to make representations or to send a representative, but was unable to attend and did not send a representative.

The Head of Schools Infrastructure and the Road Safety Officer withdrew from the meeting while the Committee deliberated on the case.
Decision: 
The Committee resolved not to uphold the appeal, but recommended that the Road Safety Officer should investigate whether the vegetation on the corner of Wherstead Rd and the B1456 Shotley Rd could be cut back. 


Reasons for Decision:  The Committee considered the safety of the walking route between the bus stopping point, which was a public bus stop, and the child’s home. It noted that the route had been assessed by the Council’s Road Safety Officer as not dangerous for an accompanied child pedestrian of primary school age.  The detailed road safety report, setting out how the assessment had been carried out, was considered by the Committee.

The Committee considered two options for the crossing of the B1456 Shotley Rd. They agreed that crossing in two stages via the splitter island was not dangerous as visibility for pedestrians and cars was adequate at this point, but Members also agreed that it was possible to cross between the marina and the Oyster Reach Public House, and that crossing at this point was also not dangerous for an accompanied child of primary school age.
Declarations of interest: There were none declared.

Dispensations: There were none reported.

Councillor Hopfensperger rejoined the meeting at 10:25
The Chairman altered the order of the agenda. The minutes reflect the revised order.

20.
Ipswich to Northgate High School

Background


The Committee received a report at agenda item 10 which concerned an appeal for free home-to-school transport lodged by a parent whose child was due to attend Northgate High School in September.  The appeal was on the grounds of the child’s special needs.

 
The report included:

· the appellant’s evidence

· supporting information from the child’s Social Worker
· information from the County Council’s Special Needs Officer
The appellant also tabled a letter of support from the child’s school Inclusion Manager.


The appellant and the Head of Schools Infrastructure attended the meeting to present evidence and respond to questions.  The Business Manager for Passenger Transport was present to advise the Committee on procedural and policy matters.


The appellant and the Head of Schools Infrastructure withdrew from the meeting while the Committee deliberated on the case.

Decision: 
The Committee resolved not to uphold the appeal.


Reasons for Decision: The Committee considered that the child’s circumstances were not sufficiently exceptional to uphold the appeal.
Declarations of interest: There were none declared.

Dispensations: There were none reported.

Councillor Hopfensperger withdrew from the meeting at 10:50

21
Wickham Street to Wickhambrook Primary School

Background


The Committee received a report at agenda item 7 which concerned an appeal for free home-to-school transport lodged by a parent whose child attended Wickhambrook Primary School.  The appeal was on the grounds of the safety of the nearest available walking route.
 
The report included:

· the appellant’s evidence

· the report of the Council’s Road Safety Officer

· supporting information from the appellant’s County Councillor, Councillor Jane Midwood
· a response to the Road Safety Report from the appellant.

Prior to the Committee meeting, a site visit was held and members of the Committee carried out their own inspection of the route. Councillor Hopfensperger was unable to attend the route inspection and therefore excused herself from the deliberations and abstained from voting on the appeal.

The Head of Schools Infrastructure and the Road Safety Officer attended the meeting to present evidence and respond to questions.  The Business Manager for Passenger Transport was present to advise the Committee on procedural and policy matters. The appellant had been invited either to attend the meeting to make representations or to send a representative, but sent her apologies.

The Head of Schools Infrastructure and the Road Safety Officer withdrew from the meeting while the Committee deliberated on the case.

Decision: 
The Committee decided not to uphold the appeal.


Reasons for Decision:  The Committee considered the safety of the nearest available walking route. It noted that the route had been assessed by the Council’s Road Safety Officer as not dangerous for an accompanied child pedestrian of primary school age.  The detailed road safety report, setting out how the assessment had been carried out, was considered by the Committee.


The Committee was informed that a recent traffic count on Church Rd had indicated that traffic flows were similar to those measured in 2005. Members were in agreement that this road was sufficiently wide, with adequate numbers of step-offs, which were firm and even. The Committee noted that Wash Lane was a one way road with very low traffic flows. Members agreed that the width was adequate for small vehicles and there were sufficient step-offs.
The Committee next considered the B1063 and agreed that although the footpath was narrow, there was satisfactory width. Members noted that there was signage about the school at the point where the path was narrowest. 

Declarations of interest: There were none declared.

Dispensations: There were none reported.

Councillor Hopfensperger rejoined the meeting at 11:15

22
Tostock to Norton Primary

Background


The Committee received a report at agenda item 8 which concerned an appeal for free home-to-school transport lodged by a parent whose child attended Norton Primary School.  The appeal was on the grounds of the family circumstances.

 
The report included:

· the appellant’s evidence


The Head of Schools Infrastructure attended the meeting to present evidence and respond to questions.  The Business Manager for Passenger Transport was present to advise the Committee on procedural and policy matters. The appellant had been invited either to attend the meeting to make representations or to send a representative, but sent his apologies.

The Head of Schools Infrastructure withdrew from the meeting while the Committee deliberated on the case.

Decision: 
The Committee decided not to uphold the appeal.


Reasons for Decision: The Committee was not convinced that the family circumstances were exceptional.
Declarations of interest: There were none declared.

Dispensations: There were none reported.
23
Kedington to Castle Manor Business and Enterprise College

Background


The Committee received a report at agenda item 9 which concerned an appeal for free home-to-school transport lodged by a parent whose child, would be attending Castle Manor Business and Enterprise College in September 2011. The appeal was on the grounds of the personal circumstances of the family.

 
The report included:

· the appellant’s evidence

· additional evidence from Suffolk County Council

The Head of Schools Infrastructure attended the meeting to present evidence and respond to questions.  The Business Manager for Passenger Transport was present to advise the Committee on procedural and policy matters. The appellant had been invited either to attend the meeting to make representations or to send a representative, but sent her apologies.


The Head of Schools Infrastructure withdrew from the meeting while the Committee deliberated on the case.

Decision: 
The Committee decided to uphold the appeal.
Reasons for Decision: The Committee agreed that the circumstances were sufficiently exceptional to uphold the appeal.
Declarations of interest: There were none declared.

Dispensations: There were none reported.
24
Newmarket to Kennett Community Primary School

Background


The Committee received a report at agenda item 11 which concerned an appeal for free home-to-school transport lodged by a parent whose child attended Kennett Community Primary School.  The appeal was on the grounds of the personal circumstances of the family.

 
The report included:

· the appellant’s evidence


The Head of Schools Infrastructure and attended the meeting to present evidence and respond to questions.  The Business Manager for Passenger Transport was present to advise the Committee on procedural and policy matters. The appellant had been invited either to attend the meeting to make representations or to send a representative, but sent her apologies.

The Head of Schools Infrastructure withdrew from the meeting while the Committee deliberated on the case.

Decision: 
The Committee decided not to uphold the appeal.


Reasons for Decision:  The Committee did not consider that it was the responsibility of the County Council to provide transport for this child to school.
Declarations of interest: There were none declared.

Dispensations: There were none reported.
The meeting closed at 12:03
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