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F/2013/0227  The erection of one double temporary classroom unit to be sited at the rear of the school on existing playground (For a temporary period of two years) Houldsworth Valley Primary School, Rowley Drive, Newmarket
Brief Summary of Report

1. As a result of growth in the numbers of primary school pupils in Newmarket, it is intended to increase the Houldsworth Valley Primary School Pupil Admission Number (PAN) from 30 to 45 (total pupil roll from 210 to 315) in September 2013 and from 45 to 60 (total pupil roll 315 to 420) in 2015. 
2. It is proposed to locate a double temporary classroom unit on the site for a period of two years to accommodate pupils until permanent accommodation is provided.
3. The following amendment to the proposal has been made since the original application was submitted; Obscure windows to be provided to north elevation.

4. One letter of objection has been received. Concerns raised relate to increase in traffic and congestion.

Action Recommended
	5. That planning permission be granted subject to the following conditions:
1. This permission shall expire on 31 August 2015 at which time the classroom shall be removed and the site reinstated to its former condition. 
2. The development hereby permitted shall be constructed entirely in accordance with AAI-0483 Rev A Proposed Floor plan and Elevations.
3. No development shall take place until a Biodiversity Precautionary Method Statement has been submitted to and agreed in writing by the County Planning Authority. The agreed actions, requirements and other measures shall be implemented in their entirety in accordance with the approved Method Statement.


Reason for Recommendation

6. The proposed unit would be screened from neighbouring residential properties and required to meet increased numbers of pupils in Newmarket.
Alternative Options

7. To refuse consent or grant consent with different conditions.
Main Body of Report

Site

8. Houldsworth Valley Primary School is located to the west of Newmarket Town Centre. The site is bounded on its eastern, southern and western sides by residential development. Newmarket College playing fields are located to the north of the school.
9. The site is accessed off Rowley Drive to the north east of the school site. The school buildings occupy the northern side of the site with playing fields and playground to the south.
Proposal

10. It is proposed to locate a double temporary classroom to the rear of the school in an area currently used as a ball court. New openings would be provided in the existing brick wall to the north and south of the unit to increase daylight to the unit.
11. The proposed unit would be 8 metres by 17 metres and 3.7 metres high. The external walls would be beige in colour and the roof would be grey in colour. 

12. The unit would be self contained including two class bases, toilets, cloak room and storage.
13. The unit is required for two years to enable permanent accommodation to be built (no planning application has yet been submitted for this development).

Consultations

Forest Heath District Council
14.  No objections.
Newmarket Town Council
15. No objections.
Representations

16. One representation has been received. Whilst having no objection to the increase in pupil numbers, they are concerned about parent parking outside the school.
Comments of the Development Manager

17. The proposed classroom would be on site for two years to enable permanent accommodation to be built to accommodate a natural growth in primary school aged children in the Newmarket area, which would be phased over nine years.

Conclusion

18. The additional pupil numbers do not present any significant highway issues at present and no increase in parking or access related measures are necessary in relation to this application. This would be reviewed when the application for permanent accommodation is submitted which would seek to accommodate the full pupil increase.

19. The unit would not impact on residential amenity being enclosed on three sides by brick walls. I therefore consider that residential amenity would not be impacted upon.
	Sources of Further Information
No other documents have been relied on to a material extent in preparing this report.
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