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Health Scrutiny Committee
2 July 2014
Sexual Health Service Provision in Suffolk
Summary
1. From April 2013 top tier local authorities became responsible for commissioning open access sexual health services as part of their new responsibilities for Public Health.   Prior to this date, the NHS had commissioned sexual health services.   
2. In Suffolk, prior to the formal establishment of the Clinical Commissioning Groups, NHS Suffolk had commissioned an integrated sexual health service from Cambridgeshire Community Services to serve the population (excluding the Waveney area).    NHS Norfolk and Waveney commissioned services from a variety of providers, the two main providers being James Paget NHS Trust and East Coast Community Health.   These contracts became the responsibility of Suffolk County Council’s Public Health Services on 1 April 2013.  
3. Public Health Suffolk is currently making arrangements for the re-commissioning of sexual health services for the whole of the Suffolk population with effect  from 1 May 2015. 
Objective of the Scrutiny
4. The objective of this scrutiny is to consider:-
a. the arrangements for re-commissioning of sexual health services for the Suffolk population with effect from 1 May 2015;

b. the operation of services from the new Orwell Clinic, which integrated services previously delivered from Ipswich Hospital and Trotman Court Clinic with effect from 21 May 2014.
Scrutiny Focus

5. The scope of this scrutiny has been developed to provide the Committee with information to come to a view on the following key questions:
a. What are the proposals for the re-commissioning of sexual health services in Suffolk?
b. How is Public Health working with its partners and stakeholders in the development of the service specification?
c. How will the views of the public and patients be taken into account?

d. What are the timescales and decision making process for the re-commissioning?

e. What arrangements have been made to ensure people are aware of the services now provided from the Orwell Clinic?
f. What are the performance targets for the service and to what extent are these being met by the new service delivery arrangements?
g. What patient feedback has been received?

h. What arrangements have been made to ensure that the new clinic site is accessible to service users?
i. What are the arrangements and timescales for developing a longer term solution for accommodation of the service in Ipswich?

6. Having considered the information, the Committee may wish to:

a. make recommendations to the Director of Public Health;

b. make recommendations to the current provider/s of the service;

c. seek to influence partner organisations;  
d. seek further information.

	Contact Details

Name

Telephone

E-mail
	Business Manager (Democratic Services)
Theresa Harden
01473 260855
theresa.harden@suffolk.gov.uk   
	Local Councillor

All Councillors




Background
The re-procurement of sexual health services

7. Suffolk County Council (SCC) currently commissions three service providers to deliver sexual health services across Suffolk: Cambridge Community Services (CCS) provide an integrated sexual health service incorporating levels 1, 2 and 3 (complex specialist services) across the east and west of Suffolk; East Coast Community Healthcare (ECCH) provide level 1 and 2 in Waveney; James Paget Hospital (JPH) provide level 3 in Waveney.   Level 3 services also offer HIV care and treatment.  Following the healthcare reforms, NHS England now has responsibility for commissioning of HIV care and treatment.
8. The SCC Public Health Team has started preparation for the re-procurement of sexual health services.   Services will be tendered through a formal procurement process to commence delivery on 1 May 2015.  It is expected that the successful provider will provide integrated services across the whole of Suffolk and develop a range of sub-contractual, partnership and collaborative arrangements with key stakeholders across the county to ensure high quality delivery of the different service elements.
Move of services to the Orwell Clinic, Ipswich
9. In April 2013, Ipswich Hospital NHS Trust (IHT) gave notice to Cambridge Community Service NHS Trust (CCS) requiring them to vacate the sexual health clinic at the hospital in order to manage winter pressures.        
10. SCC Public Health, Property and Concertus started work with CCS to develop a short term property solution to be completed by October 2013 and a long term solution for suitable accommodation.  However, it became evident that no current buildings in central Ipswich could be refurbished and ready for clinical use by October 2013.  After further negotiation with IHT it was agreed that the service could stay within the sexual health clinic until the end of April 2014.   

11. SCC has lead on work to provide a refurbished modular unit, supplied by the NHS Property Company.  Planning permission was sought to site the unit on the hard play area of the old Holywells School site for a temporary period of up to 4 years.  
12. The new Orwell Clinic opened to patients on Monday 19 May 2014.      

Main Body of Evidence
Evidence Set 1 has been provided by the Suffolk County Council’s Public Health Team
Evidence Set 2 – Draft Service Specification for Integrated Sexual Health Services
Evidence Set 3 – Sexual Health Services – Suffolk - Timetable
An invitation has been extended to representatives of Suffolk County Council’s Public Health Service to attend the meeting.
Glossary
A&E

Accident and Emergency

ARV

Antiretroviral

BAI

Brief Alcohol Intervention

BASHH
British Society for Sexual Health and HIV

BHIVA
British HIV Association

BME

Black and Minority Ethnic

CCGs

Clinical Commissioning Groups

CCS

Cambridge Community Services NHS Trust

CQC

Care Quality Commission

CTAD

Chlamydia Testing Activity Dataset

ECCH

East Coast Community Health

FGM

Female Genital Mutilation

FSRH

Faculty of Sexual and Reproductive Healthcare

GMC

General Medical Council

GUM

Genitourinary Medicine


HARS

HIV and Aids Reporting Section

HIV

Human Immunodeficiency Virus

IHT 

Ipswich Hospital NHS Trust

ITT

Invitation to Tender

IUD

Intrauterine device
JPH

James Paget NHS Hospital Trust

KPIs

Key Performance Indicators

LARC

Long acting reversible contraception

MEDFASH 
Independent charity dedicated to quality in HIV and sexual healthcare.
MSM

Men who have sex with men

NCSP

National Chlamydia Screening Programme

NICE

National Institute for Clinical Excellence

ONS

Office for National Statistics

PHE

Public Health England

PHOF

Public Health Outcomes Framework

RCOG
Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists

SCC

Suffolk County Council

SIRI

Serious Incidents Requiring Investigation

SRH

Sexual and Reproductive Health

SRHAD
Sexual and Reproductive Health Activity Dataset

STI

Sexually Transmitted Infection
UKMEC
UK Medical Eligibility Criteria
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