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Minutes of the meeting of the Western Area Appointments Committee held on 1 May 2014 at 3.30 pm in Room 11, West Suffolk House, Western Way, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, IP33 3YU

.
	Present:


	Councillor Peter Beer

Councillor Tony Brown
Councillor Jessica Fleming

	Also present:
	

	Supporting officers present:
	Grant Skinner, Governor Training Manager
Debbie Kinnell, Business Support Officer


1. Apologies for Absence and Substitutions
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Anne Gower.  Councillor Peter Beer had been nominated as substitute and was welcomed to the meeting.  As Vice Chair, Councillor Tony Brown chaired the meeting.
2. Declarations of Interests and Dispensations
No declarations of interest were received.
3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 25 February 2014 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
4. Dates for future meetings
It was agreed that future dates would be set at the next meeting in consultation with Councillor Gower.
5. Urgent Business
Committee members were advised that, in the case of a school which had recently gone into special measures, HMI had determined that there was not enough evidence to support the decision to establish an Interim Executive Board.  There were still concerns but the situation was being monitored.  The Secretary of State had issued an academy order with effect from 1 July 2014.

Committee members received an update on a school whose Interim Executive Board had been replaced by a governing body.  The Chair had stepped down; however it was hoped that a governor bringing much experience would join the governing body.

Committee members received an update on a school whose leadership had been strengthened by the appointment by the Local Authority of an Acting Chair for one year.  It was reported that, under the new chairmanship, the governing body was performing well.

Committee members were advised that, in the case of another school in special measures, it had not been deemed necessary to appoint Additional LA Governors as the situation had stabilised.  The Local Authority was continuing to monitor the situation.
Committee members were notified of the closure of two schools.
6. Exclusion of Press and Public
Decision: The Committee agreed that the press and public be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of agenda item 7 on the grounds that:

It involved the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A, as amended, of the Local Government Act 1972; and

In all circumstances of the case, the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighed the public interest in disclosing the information.

7. Nominations to fill LEA Governor Vacancies
The Committee considered nominations to fill vacant LEA Governor positions. 
Decision: The Committee approved the following Governor Appointments:

	School
	Governor Appointment

	Barrow CEVCP
	Mrs G Hammond

	Bures CEVCP
	Mrs G Jackson

	Guildhall Feoffment CP
	Ms A Roques

	New Cangle CP
	Dr L Norton

	New Cangle CP
	Mrs H Donoghue

	Ringshall Primary
	Mrs M Walker

	Sebert Wood CP
	Mrs M MacInnes

	Thurston CEVCP
	Mr C Dashper

	West Row CP
	Mr R Taylor-Balls

	Mill Meadow PRU
	Ms J Bush


Reason for Decision:  The Committee considered these appointments to be in the best interests of the schools concerned.
Alternative options:  None considered.
Declarations of interest:  None declared.
Dispensations:  None reported.
The meeting closed at 4.00 pm.
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