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Minutes of the meeting of the Scrutiny Committee held on 2 October 2015 at 10:00 am in the King Edmund Chamber, Endeavour House, Ipswich.
	Present:


	Councillors Mary Evans (Chairman),  Peter Beer, Kathy Bole, John Field, Jessica Fleming, Sandra Gage, Derek Hackett, Len Jacklin, Michael Ladd, David Ritchie, Jane Storey 

	Also present:
	Councillors James Finch, Peter Gardiner, Sandy Martin

	Supporting officers present:
	Theresa Harden, Business Manager, Democratic Services, Katherine Bailey, Democratic Services Officer


19. Public Participation Session
There were no applications to speak in the Public Participation Session.
20. Apologies for Absence and Substitutions
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Trevor Beckwith, from Councillor Stephen Burroughes, who was substituted by Councillor Michael Ladd, and from Councillor David Hudson, who was substituted by Councillor Derek Hackett.  
21. Declarations of Interests and Dispensations
There were no declarations of interest received or dispensations reported.
22. Call In of Cabinet Decision on Rural Transport Tenders
The Committee considered a report at Agenda Item 4, setting out:  a decision made by the Cabinet on 15 September 2015 in relation to Rural Transport Tenders; the reasons why the decision had been called in; and the response by the Director of Resource Management to the call-in.  The Committee was asked to consider whether the grounds for calling-in the decision (when considered against the principles set out in the County Council’s Constitution (Part 2, paragraph 13.7)) were sufficient for the matter to be referred back to Cabinet for reconsideration.

The Chairman welcomed the following people, who were asked to provide evidence:-

Councillor Sandra Gage, proposer of the call-in

Councillor Mandy Gaylard, seconder of the call-in

Councillor James Finch, Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport 
Aidan Dunn, Assistant Director, Procurement and Passenger Transport, Resource Management

Consideration of Call-In

On 15 September 2015, Agenda Item 4, to which this minute refers, was considered by the Cabinet.  The Cabinet’s decision was as follows:

a) To agree to a new model for the co-ordination and funding of rural transport across Suffolk. 
b) To delegate authority to the Director of Resource Management, in consultation with the Cabinet Member for Roads and Transport to undertake a procurement and subsequent contract award for the provision of rural transport services across Suffolk.  
Decision:  On a vote being taken, 5 members voted in favour of referring the decision back to the Cabinet, 4 members voted against and 2 members abstained.  The voting indicated that the majority view of the Committee was to refer the decision back to Cabinet for further consideration. 
Reason for the Decision: 

The vote indicated that not all members were in favour of referring the decision back to Cabinet.   Those who were in favour of referring the matter back to Cabinet voted to do so on the following grounds:

a) There had been no consultation process with rural and community Transport users, with particular regard to vulnerable and disabled users, in breach of the Equality Act 2010.   Therefore, Cabinet did not have sufficient information to be able to take a viable decision

b) The EIA used in the decision making process to highlight the impact of proposed changes on the user looked at organisational/structural reforms to transport provision in Suffolk, but did not take in to account the effect or impact of the proposed 50% reduction in budget.

Alternative options:  The Committee could have rejected the call-in and endorsed the Cabinet decision process.
Declarations of interest:  There were no declarations of interest received.
Dispensations:  None reported.
23. Urgent Business

There was no urgent business.
The meeting closed at 11:36 am.
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