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Proposed admission oversubscription criteria for all Suffolk community and voluntary controlled schools 2016/2017

[bookmark: AdmissionPoliciesforSuffolkVASchools]If the number of applications for a school is greater than its Published Admission Number (PAN), we use our admissions oversubscription criteria to decide who gets a place.

Children who have a Statement of Special Educational Needs, or an Education, Health and Care plan which names the school must by law be offered a place at that school.

The following admissions oversubscription criteria show the order of priority for places at community and voluntary controlled schools (and at those foundation/trust schools and academies where it has been agreed that Suffolk County Council will manage their admissions arrangements). For applications to the normal year of entry at a school, these criteria will be applied according to the circumstances existing on or before the specified closing date.

	1
	Looked after children (children in care) and previously looked after children (children who were looked after, but ceased to be so because they were adopted or became subject to a child arrangements order or special guardianship order, immediately following having been looked after).


	2
	Siblings (children who are brothers and sisters of, or who live as a family at the same address) of pupils who are already at the school or who have already been offered a place, and who will still be there at the time of admission. Priority will be given, where necessary, to applications where there is the smallest age gap. If you have more than one child at the school, please name the youngest one.

This will also apply to applications to the five paired infant and junior schools in Suffolk: Maidstone Infant and Causton Junior Schools, Felixstowe; Fairfield Infant and Colneis Junior Schools, Felixstowe; Springfield Infant and Springfield Junior Schools, Ipswich; Castle Hill Infant and Castle Hill Junior Schools, Ipswich; and Ravensmere Infant and The Albert Pye CP Schools, Beccles. We will treat applicants as siblings when the older child is already attending the junior school or will be offered a junior school place in the normal year of entry. In cases where the younger child is about to start in the reception year group in the infant school and the older child is due to transfer to the paired junior school, we will treat both applicants as siblings. Similarly, we will use the sibling criteria for an application to a junior school if the younger child is already attending or has been offered a place at the paired infant school.


	3
	Children who are ordinarily resident in the catchment area. 


	
	Places will be allocated in the following priority order:


	
	a) If the school is voluntary controlled, children whose parents/carers are applying on the grounds that the child and/or the family are practising members of the Church of England. You must complete a Suffolk County Council Supplementary Information Form (SIF). This SIF must specifically state that you and/or your child are a practising member of the Church of England and that you and/or your child go to church regularly, that is to say at least once a month.


	
	b) Children who live nearest to the school. We will measure the distance by a straight line (‘as the crow flies’). All straight line distances are calculated electronically by Suffolk County Council using data provided jointly by the Post Office and Ordnance Survey. The data plots the co-ordinates of each property and provides the address-point between which the straight line distance is measured and reported to three decimal places. Where there is more than one home within a single building (for example apartments) we will measure to a single point within that building irrespective of where those homes are located.


	4
	Children who live outside the school’s catchment area in the same priority order as set out in (a) and (b) above.



Notes

Previously looked after children
Previously looked after children includes children who were adopted under the Adoption Act 1976 (section 12 adoption orders) and children who were adopted under the Adoption and Childrens Act 2002 (section 46 adoption orders). Child arrangements orders are defined in section 8 of the Children Act 1989, as amended by section 12 of the Children and Families Act 2014. Child arrangements orders replace residence orders and any residence order in force prior to 22 April 2014 is deemed to be a child arrangements order.  

Distance tie-breaker
It is possible that the PAN of the school will be reached in any one of the categories set out above. For this reason, all applications will be prioritised according to the rules described. Decisions will be made about the offer of places in accordance with those priorities. If it is necessary to use a tie-breaker to distinguish between two or more applications, a distance criterion will be used. We will give priority to the applicants who live nearest to the school as measured by a straight line.

In the unlikely event that two applicants competing for a single place at a school live the same distance from the school, the place will be offered to one applicant on the basis of lots drawn by an officer of Suffolk County Council not involved with admissions.

Twins, triplets and other multiple births
If the final place available at a school is offered to a twin, triplet or other multiple birth and the remaining sibling/s would ordinarily be refused, Suffolk County Council will offer places to the remaining sibling/s at the same school. The law requires that this will apply even in those primary schools where this would mean that more than 30 pupils would be admitted to an infant class.

Waiting lists
If you apply for a school place in the normal year of entry and one or more of your preferences are refused, your child’s name will automatically be placed on a waiting list for these schools. Names are placed on the waiting list in the priority order set out in our admissions oversubscription criteria (above).

The order of children does not remain static - as circumstances change a child’s place on the waiting list can go up or down, for example due to withdrawals or additional applications. If you change your address while your child is on a waiting list you must let us know. Please be aware that this may change your child’s position on the waiting list, particularly if you move into or out of the school’s catchment area. Written evidence of this will be required.

Having your child’s name on a waiting list will not affect your right to appeal for any of the schools you have been refused a place at.

Late applicants will be added to any waiting lists in oversubscription priority order if their parental preferences cannot be met.

If a place becomes available, we will offer it to children on the waiting list for that school in priority order. We do not offer places on the basis of the date on which names were placed on the list.

The waiting lists will cease to operate at the end of the first full week of the spring term.   

Suffolk County Council does not hold waiting lists for in-year applicants.

Making another application for a place at the same school
A parent/carer can apply for a place for their child at any time to any school outside of the normal admissions round. However, if your application for a school place is refused, we will not determine a further application for a place in the same school in the same school year, unless there has been a significant change in the circumstances of the parent/carer, child or school. Such circumstances might be a house move or a place becoming available at the school. 

If there is no significant change in circumstances, you can make another application for the following school year. However, this will not normally be considered more than one term ahead of the date when you want your child to start at the school.

Ordinarily resident
By “ordinarily resident” we mean the place where your child usually lives. We may need proof of this address. We will not treat your child as ordinarily resident if you rent or own a second home in the catchment area or if you use another address to give the impression that your child lives in the catchment area so that you have a higher priority for a place at that school. Where a child lives with separated parents who have shared responsibility, each for part of the week, the address at which the child is ordinarily resident will be considered to be the address that the child lives at for most of the week (excluding weekends and school holidays). Both parents must provide evidence in writing to confirm the child’s living arrangements at the time of application.

Catchment area schools
Every community and voluntary controlled school serves an area of streets or villages. Catchment area maps are available online at:
www.suffolk.gov.uk/catchmentmaps.

If you live near to a boundary line on the map please check your address against the catchment area parish/village and street lists for towns at:
www.suffolk.gov.uk/admissionstoschools.

You can obtain a copy of the map or list from the Admissions Team.
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